
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17 January 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians 
 
Welcome to the start of the 2020 school year. I trust you have had a relaxing and enjoyable holiday with family 
and friends.  I would like to extend a warm welcome to our new families joining the Junior School this year. 
 
“Yesterday is history, tomorrow is a mystery, today is a gift of God, which is why we call it present”, Bill Keane. 
 
2020 Promises to be a year filled with robust learning, fun and engagement for all of our Junior School girls.  
This year the Junior School will be focusing on the TRIPLE Cs – Consistency, Communication and Connection 
and we will be discussing the important value of Hope with the girls. 
 
Orientation Session – New Students Only 
 
On Tuesday 28 January, we would like to welcome our new families to the Junior School from 2.00 – 3.00pm.  
The Orientation session will provide each new girl with the opportunity to meet our 2020 Junior School Student 
Leaders, key staff and their class teacher.  The new girls will also have the opportunity to visit their classroom 
and tour the Junior School campus in preparation for their start to the academic year. 
New families will receive communication in the coming days containing specific details about the structure of 
the Orientation session. 
 
Class teacher notification and start of year arrangements 
 
The names of Form Teachers working with each of the classes will be available on Parent Lounge by Friday, 
24 January. 
 
Term 1 commences for Pre-Prep students on Tuesday 28 January and Prep – Year 6 students on 
Wednesday 29 January. Our classrooms will be open from 8.00am and there will be staff in the playgrounds 
to welcome you and your daughter and to guide you to the classroom. Students had the opportunity to visit 
their new year level classroom and have also written a letter to their new class teacher. Teachers have used 
the information provided in each girl’s letter to inform their planning and preparation for the year ahead. 
  
I would encourage our new students to also write a letter to their class teacher introducing themselves and 
sharing their interests, likes and dislikes to help the class teacher learn more about them. 
 
Please bring along all book pack items and swimming gear on this day so your daughter’s teacher can help 
you organise them in the classroom. Students will spend time with their Form Teacher and their class on the 
first day and they will begin the normal Term 1 timetable and participate in a Welcome Back Assembly. 
 
 
Families are warmly welcomed and encouraged to be an active partner in their daughter’s education. It is our 
intention to ensure parents are informed and aware of important dates and functions that facilitate and maintain 
this very important connection.  
Please find below an initial guide to key dates for information sharing throughout the year and additional 
information relating to other communication points that may be of assistance throughout 2020.  
 

Date Event 

Tuesday 4 February 
 
5.00 - 5.30pm  - Prep Undercroft 

Prep – Year 2 Parent Information Session 
 



 
5.30 – 6.30pm –  
Caedmon Centre & Classrooms 

• Parents please join the Interim Principal, Head of Junior School 
and Junior School Staff for refreshments  

• Session will begin with all year levels in the Caedmon Centre 
followed by year level presentations in classrooms.   

Thursday 6 February 
 
5.00 - 5.30pm - Prep Undercroft 
 
5.30 – 6.30pm –  
Caedmon Centre & Classrooms 

Year 3 – Year 6 Parent Information Session 
 

• Parents please join the Interim Principal, Head of Junior School 
and Junior School Staff for refreshments  

• Session will begin with all year levels in the Caedmon Centre 
followed by year level presentations in classrooms.   

Parent Information Sessions 
During these sessions staff provide parents with an overview of the curriculum, pastoral care structures and 
other relevant information that support student learning. This is also a valuable opportunity for parents to 
meet staff and to view classrooms. 

End of Term 1 – English, 
Mathematics, Science, HaSS and 
HPE only 
 
End of Term 3 – all subjects 

Effort Rating Interim Reports  

• Gives an indication of effort including participation, focus, 
listening application, task completion, organisation, time 
management and initiative  
 

End of Term 1  
Friday 3 April  
and  
End of Term 3  
Friday 18 September 

Parent Teacher Interviews (2 formal sessions)  

• An important opportunity for parents to speak with their 
daughter’s teacher to ascertain how she is progressing in her 
academic studies and personal development  

• Bookings for Parent/Teacher Interviews are made online through 
Parent Lounge 
 

End of Semester 1 
and 
End of Semester 2 

End of Semester 1 and Semester 2 Reports 

• Academic reports provide information concerning the student’s 
progress within each subject, including an assessment grade, an 
effort rating and teacher’s comment 

 

Book and Stationery Packs 

St Hilda’s School has engaged OfficeMax to supply your daughter’s books and stationery needs for 
2020.  The Book Pack can only be ordered online 2020 Book Packs and Stationery.  Select the 
OfficeMax Winc Icon, Enter Access Key: 3WS6R 
 
It is recommended that all items are clearly named; textbooks covered in clear contact and other books in 
contact, paper covering or with book covers to ensure the book remains in good condition all year. Students 
are to bring all items in the book pack on the first day of school. 

Uniform  

The Uniform Shop will re-open from Tuesday 21 January every day for parents to purchase uniform items in 
readiness for the 2020 School year. When preparing for the return to School, please adhere to the uniform 
requirements as listed below: 

• The tunic should be worn mid-knee. 

• Shoes must be School style and leather, clean and polished. (Buckle-up suitable in Prep – Year 2 and 
lace-ups from Year 3) 

• Hair that is shoulder length or longer must be tied back with a 2cm-wide navy ribbon or navy scrunchie. 

• Sport shoes are to have soles that will not mark playing surfaces. 

• Earrings if worn are to be gold or silver studs or sleepers or studs with a small gemstone. 

• Red play hat is worn in Prep – Year 3 and School cap Years 4 – 6.  

• Year 5 students require a PE Safety Kit which can be purchased from the Uniform Shop. 

• Year 6 students wearing the senior uniform are required to have a School blazer from the beginning 
of Term 2. Student Leaders will require a blazer from Term 1. 

• Please ensure all items are to be clearly named 

• Please note that the winter felt hat will no longer be part of the uniform and will be phased out of use 
from 2020 onwards 

• All students in Year 6 will require the School Tracksuit – Jacket and Pants for the Canberra 
Trip in Term 1. 

 

  

https://www.sthildas.qld.edu.au/72552-2/


iPad and App List 

The St Hilda’s School iPad Program involves all students from Year 4.  This specific requirement means that 
all students in Years 4 to 6 will bring an Apple iPad to School on a daily basis. Please note that the iPad Mini 
is no longer suitable as it is not compatible with NAPLAN Online. Students are encouraged to have an 
attachable keyboard to use with the iPad. 

A number of Apps to support the curriculum will need to be loaded onto the iPad for the start of the School 
year.  This list is available to parents on the iPad Portal, along with much information to support parents and 
students in the introduction to the iPad Program in the Junior School, and can be accessed on the School 
Website under Junior/iPad Portal/iTunes U Courses.   

Parents are encouraged to ensure that their daughter’s iPad is identifiable and protected by an appropriate 
cover. It is important parents consider the level of insurance cover that meets the family’s standards and 
expectations.   

Mr Geoff Powell, Head of St Hilda’s Learning Institute, would be happy to discuss any queries with you and 
assist you in making decisions regarding the purchasing of an iPad.  He can be contacted by email 
gpowell@sthildas.qld.edu.au or by calling 5532 4922. 

Curriculum and Assessment Overviews 2020 

To support your daughter in her educational journey this year, it would be helpful if you could discuss with her, 
or read books, relating to the topics she will be studying. Any prior knowledge she is able to bring to the 
classroom will assist in filling her with confidence and can make a significant difference to her progress.  

The Curriculum and Assessment Overviews for 2020 will be available on Parent Lounge and via the St Hilda’s 
School web site. 

http://www.sthildas.qld.edu.au/junior/curriculum/ 

Junior School Camps 

Year 6 Canberra Trip 

 Tuesday 24 March 2020 – Friday 27 March 2020 

 

Year 5 Camp – Camp Goodenough 

 Wednesday 12 August 2020 – Friday 14 August 2020 

 

Year 3 Camp - Tyalgum Ridge / Year 4 Camp - Lake Ainsworth 

 Wednesday 14 October 2020 – Friday 16 October 2020 
 

School Banking  

School Banking will continue to be offered this year, supporting education on Financial Literacy which is part 
of the Australian Curriculum and to encourage a saving habit and knowledge about managing money. The 
Commonwealth Bank Program offers a Rewards Program which is designed to encourage children to form the 
habit of regular savings. School Banking is open to all students from Pre-Prep – Year 6 and their siblings. The 
Commonwealth Bank will conduct an Account Opening Morning where students can register to be part of the 
program on Wednesday 29 January and Friday 14 February in the Prep Undercroft from 8.00 – 9.00am. 
Please bring along a birth certificate of students wishing to open an account. 

In order to run the program, we require a number of parent volunteers to assist with processing deposits on 
Wednesdays between 8.30am and 10.30am. If you are able to assist, please contact Junior School Reception 
on 5577 7230. 

Parent Volunteers 

The safety of our students is of upmost importance for the School. Procedures and policies relating to Child 
Protection now require all volunteers working within Anglican Schools to undergo an induction relating to the 
responsibility they share in safeguarding students. Available on the School website under 
Governance/Safeguarding Students Policies, is a range of policy and procedure documents to inform parents. 
As part of the St Hilda’s School community, all volunteers are required to read and acknowledge their 
understanding of their responsibilities as a volunteer. This includes parents and grandparents who assist with 
classroom activities, reading, School Banking, School discos, excursions and the like.  

All parents who wish to volunteer in 2020 are required to complete the Acknowledgement of Understanding 
Forms on page 9 of Volunteer Guide  – An induction overview of Student Protection, Child and Youth Risk 
Management and Our Commitment: Code of Conduct for those working, either paid or volunteering in Anglican 
Schools (this document will be emailed to parents) and returned to Junior School Reception. Volunteers are 
also required to participate in an induction session.  We have scheduled a number of sessions for Junior 
School volunteers during Term 1.  Please see the list of dates at the end of this letter for further information. 

mailto:gpowell@sthildas.qld.edu.au
http://www.sthildas.qld.edu.au/junior/curriculum/


Further information regarding the School’s Policies can be found by reading the following documents available 
on the website: 

• Student Protection in Anglican School Policy and Procedures 

• St Hilda’s Community Code of Conduct Policy 

• Volunteer Guide - An induction overview of Student Protection, Child and Youth Risk Management 
and Our Commitment: Code of Conduct for those working, either paid or volunteering in Anglican 
Schools Grandparents who wish to volunteer are also required to have a current Blue Card and 
will be required to submit a copy of this to Junior School Reception. 
 

We value the time parents’ volunteer and the strong community connections this time fosters. We know that 
you share an appreciation of all that is being done to assist young people to feel safe and know that adults in 
their school will listen and report any matters of concern to those who can assist. If you have any questions or 
require any assistance in completing the above in order to volunteer, please do not hesitate to contact Junior 
School Reception or 5577 7230. 

Parent Workshops 

This year, we will be offering a series of parent workshops on a range of topics including volunteer inductions, 
curriculum areas, wellbeing, cybersafety and social skills.  More information will be shared about these events 
at the start of Term 1.  I look forward to welcoming you to these events throughout 2020. 

Before and After School Care bookings 

From 2020 onwards, we are asking all Junior School families to complete registration forms for OSHC even if 
a family does not regularly use this service.  This requirement allows emergency care to be provided to any 
girl who may require this assistance.  A student who is not registered is unable to use this service. The 
registration form along with all relevant information is available on the St Hilda’s Website/Junior/Outside School 
Hours Care page.  Please return completed forms to the Junior School Reception as soon as possible.  

I have included on the following page a list of important dates and events for the Junior School in Term 1 for 
your easy reference.  Further information is available on the School calendar located on the School website.  
 
I look forward to welcoming all of the Junior School girls and families back to St Hilda’s School for a productive 
and positive 2020 academic year. 
 
Kind regards, 

Amanda Shuttlewood 
GradCertED, GradDipEd, BA, BEd, MED  
Head of Junior School 
 

Important Dates - 2020 

27 January Monday  Australia Day Holiday  

28 January Tuesday  8.20am 

1.00-2.15pm 

2.00- 3.00pm  

4.00-5.15pm 

Term 1 commences for Pre-Prep 

Junior School Student Leader Induction (MR 1 & 2) 

New Student Orientation session Caedmon Centre 

New Boarder/Boarder Parent Orientation 

29 January Wednesday 8.20am 

8.00 – 9.00am 

1.30 – 2.00pm 

Term 1 commences for Prep – Year 6 

School Banking sign-on - Prep Undercroft 

Prep – Year 6 Junior School Welcome Back 

Assembly - MPC 

3 February Monday 3.45-4.30pm Pre-Prep Parent Information session 

4 February Tuesday 5.00 – 6.00pm Prep – Year 2 Parent Information Session, 

Caedmon Centre 

mailto:Junior


5 February  Wednesday 8.30-9.00am Volunteer Induction – Caedmon Centre 

6 February Thursday 5.00-6.00pm Year 3 – Year 6 Parent Information Session, 

Caedmon Centre 

10 February  Monday 2.00-3.15pm Junior School Student Leadership Induction - MPC 

13 February Thursday 8.30-3.00pm  JS Form Photos Pre-Prep - 6 - MPC 

14 February Friday  

8.00 – 9.00am 

Inter-House Swimming Carnival  

School Banking sign-on -  Prep Undercroft 

17 February Monday  Pre-Prep photos day 2 and Junior School Form 

Photos make-up date 

19 February Wednesday 5.15pm-

6.15pm 

Parent session – How to help your daughter be safe 

online presented by Mr Steven Window 

21 February Friday 8.30 – 9.30am Volunteer Induction session – Caedmon Centre 

25 February Tuesday 2.30- 3.15pm Parent session Protective Behaviours – Prep - Year 

4, Caedmon Centre 

28 February  Friday 8.00 – 

12.00pm 

7.30 - 6.30pm  

Scholarship Testing - MPC 

Boarding Experience Day 

6 March Friday 2.50 - 3.20pm Open Classroom afternoon Prep to Year 6 

9 March  Monday 7.45 - 8.15am Parent information Session Year 6 Canberra Tour, 

Year 6 STEAM Room 

10 March  Tuesday 2.30 – 3.15pm Parent information session – Sexuality Education 

Years 5 and 6, Caedmon Centre 

13 March Friday 8.20 – 

12.40pm 

Year 2 – 12 Inter-House Cross Country 

20 March Friday 9.15 – 

11.00am 

Junior School Open Morning for prospective 

families 

24 March  Tuesday  Year 6 Canberra Trip (24 – 27 March) 

2 April Thursday  

9.00 – 9.30am 

10.40– 

11.40am 

Last day of Term 1 

Pre-Prep Easter Celebration 

Prep – 12 Easter Service – Sports Complex 

3 April Friday  Junior School Parent/Teacher Interviews – Pre-Prep 

– Year 6 

 


