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S T  H I L D A ’ S  S C H O O L  O L D  G I R L S ’  A S S O C I A T I O N

On Saturday, 31 August 2019, St Hilda’s secured 
an historic win, taking out the Aggregate Cup 
and being named Champion School at the 
Brisbane Schoolgirls Rowing Association (BSRA) 
Head of the River regatta for the very first time.  

Leading up to the regatta, St Hilda’s, the only 
Gold Coast school in the competition, had 
consistently won more races in the 2019 BSRA 
season than any of the other nine schools 
competing and were more prepared than ever 
as they trained under the guidance of Rowing 
Director, Adam Harrison.

“The girls are in great form and have prepared 
and performed exceptionally both mentally  
and physically,” Mr Harrison said, ahead of  
the Head of the River.

“However, focusing on the Aggregate Trophy 
isn’t the answer for any of our girls or coaches.

Our focus is to stay humble and have respect 
for our opposition, some of whom have been 
there before and know how to get the job done. 

For us, it is unknown territory and we must 
focus on our processes and ignore the outcome 
until the racing is over.”

These preparation tactics proved fruitful,  
as St Hilda’s girls dominated across multiple 
year levels on the day.

Years 8, 9 and 10 crews were dominant, with 
each crowned Regatta Champions in their age 
groups. In a challenging field, the Senior crews 
achieved an impressive third overall.

The Aggregate Cup is awarded to the school 
with most ‘points’ collected from all point 
scoring races from Years 8 to 12, and the 
collective efforts of St Hilda’s rowers saw them 
win by a significant margin.

STAY 
CONNECTED!

“This is the best type of trophy to win  
because everyone gets to have a share in it,” 
said Adam Harrison.

“If the First VIII win, there are nine girls and 
maybe two coaches who get to own that job 
but with the Aggregate Cup, every crew and 
every single girl contributed.”

This unprecedented win and, in particular, the 
strong showing by St Hilda’s youngest rowers, 
puts the School in a promising position for 
future years.

Year 12 Rowing Captains, Dayna Gosper and 
Yasmin Nasser reflected on the season:

“The quality of rowing displayed by the girls  
this season has far exceeded our expectations 
and ultimately reflects their devoted attitude  
to the sport.

“There is no denying that rowing is an activity 
that comes with many challenges.

However, the persistence displayed in the early 
mornings, gruelling sessions and long camps 
facilitated the history-making results.”

Celebrating 105 Years of rowing

St Hilda’s BSRA  
Champion School 2019

INSIDE
See back page for Reunions!

SAVE THE DATE!  
Matilda the Musical 
Saturday 2 May, 2020

St Hilda’s girls rowing circa 1912.
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It feels the first week 
of January was only last 
month, and yet here we 
are in October of 2019, 
with less than three 
months until 2020.

2019 has brought our 
community success,  
a few challenges,  
but more than anything, 
it has provided us all with 
the opportunity to reflect 
and build upon the  

strong foundations we have created.

The experiences that I have personally had this 
year have given me both important goals to 
focus on in coming years, and a reminder to 
celebrate every success of our committee and 
our Alumnae.

We hope that the Spirit provides an insight into 
the lives of our St Hilda’s graduates post-school, 
and encourages you to reconnect and engage 
with your fellow Old Girls.

As always, the current students of St Hilda’s 
School have gone above and beyond in their 
extra-curricular activities, from fundraising 
and sport, to cultural arts and academics, and 
I believe that this is a mirror image of the 
amazing feats achieved by our alumnae in their 
chosen fields and passions.

In August of this year, the St Hilda’s Rowing 
Team won the Aggregate Cup at the annual 
Head of the River, beating out all of the other 
schools and taking out this win for the first 
time in our School’s 105-year history of rowing. 
Watching the girls at Wyaralong Dam standing 
along the shoreline losing their voices cheering 
for their teammates made me very proud to be 
a St Hilda’s woman.

However, it is not only in sporting feats that our 
motto of ‘Non Nobis Solum’ shines through.

The 2019 Junior School musical was another 
example of students, staff, parents and the 
wider community working together to create 
a cultural experience that was enjoyed by 
everyone, and the excitement on the girls’  
faces was clear to see. 

One of the highlights of the OGA calendar this 
year was the annual ‘OGA Assembly’ which 
featured Marnie Carroll (2003) and the Year 12 
Hair Chop for Variety – The Children’s Charity.

We were lucky enough to hear Marnie Carroll 
speak to students, staff and OGA attendees 
about her school experience, her current career 
and future aspirations, as well as some of the 
challenges that she has encountered along 
the way and the lessons that St Hilda’s School 
taught her to help deal with these.

The feedback from Ms Carroll’s presentation was 
overwhelmingly positive and encouraged other 
Old Girls to contribute their stories.

In addition to the wonderful presentation,  
the current Year 12 students continued the 
tradition started by Charlee Mitchell (2018) to 
cut and donate their ponytails, as well as to 
raise money for children suffering hair loss  
due to a medical condition.

To watch more than 35 girls cut their ponytails 
and raise more than $21,000 for this cause was 
incredible and the embodiment of our School 
motto. Not only were the girls proud of the 
money and awareness raised, they were also 
proud of the lessons learned along the way.

At the Assembly, we were also able to present 
the annual OGA Bursary to the daughter of 
an Old Girl who received the highest overall 
academic results upon graduation.

For 2018, it was our pleasure to present this 
bursary to Chiara Hilson, who was also Head 
Boarder in 2018. We look forward to seeing 
how Chiara progresses with her studies in the 
coming years.

The third annual OGA Assembly was a huge 
success and will continue to be an anticipated 
event on our calendar.

As the year draws to a close and summer 
holidays quickly approach, we hope to celebrate 
with you the year that was at the 2019 
Principal’s and OGA Christmas Cocktail Party,  
and at the OGA Reunion weekend in November.

These events are a wonderful way to 
acknowledge the achievements of our 
community, catch up with friends and 
alumnae, and hear about future plans for  
St Hilda’s School and the wider community.

The OGA looks forward to working with Wendy 
Lauman, St Hilda’s Acting Principal, and with 
the wider School to continue to provide a world 
class education and schooling experience on  
the Gold Coast.

In the coming 12 months, it is our aim that 
engagement and the strength of our network 
continues to grow.

We hope that 2020 will be bigger and better 
than ever. However, growth is not possible 
without the continued support of our members 
and we thank you for your support thus far.

We look forward to hearing about all of your 
endeavours at our 2019 AGM in November 
(please see the below calendar for further 
details). Wishing everyone a happy and safe 
summer break!

Warm regards 
Georgia Frizelle (2015)

President’s Message

OGA  
DATES TO  
REMEMBER 

Principal’s & OGA Christmas 
Cocktail Party
Friday 8 November

2019 Reunion Weekend 
Saturday 9 November  
(contact details on back page)

St Hilda’s Foundation Race Day 
Saturday 21 March 2020

Middle Senior School  
Matilda the Musical at HOTA
Saturday 2 May 2020

St Hilda’s Fete!
Saturday 10 October 20202019 

2020
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School News

St Hilda’s Day 2019
Inspired by a photo coordinated in 2014 by Old Girl Alex Elliot, 
Acting Principal Ms Wendy Lauman gathered Years 5 through 12 
on the School Oval to create a special memory in celebration of  
St Hilda’s Day.

Junior School presents Aladdin
On Saturday, 8 June 2019, St Hilda’s Junior School staged a 
spectacular production of Disney’s Aladdin at Home of the Arts 
(HOTA), Gold Coast. 

Rebecca Wilson 2019 
Scholarship recipients
Congratulations to Year 11 students Stella Cole and Annabelle Layt, 
our 2019 Rebecca Wilson News Corp Grant recipients!

It is wonderful to see Rebecca Wilson’s (1978) memory and 
inspiring legacy as a journalist honoured in this way and  
we look forward to sharing more about the girls’ experiences 
as News Corp interns.

Lilly Woods
Year 12 Student, Lilly Woods, is officially the first woman to enrol 
at King’s College, The University of Queensland (UQ).

King’s, a residential college providing accommodation for UQ and 
Brisbane-based universities, will open enrolments to women in 
2020 after more than 100 years as an all-male college.

We were pleased to welcome Mr Greg Eddy, King’s Master,  
to our campus to speak with students and celebrate this exciting 
milestone with Lilly.

2019 Day Girls vs Boarders results

2019 Inter-House results 

The 2020 Middle Senior School Musical has just been

announced as Australian Tim Minchin’s Matilda the Musical

based upon Roald Dahl’s classic book.

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, 2 May 2020 at HOTA, Gold Coast.

• Swimming: Day Girls

• Tug-O-War: Boarders

• Athletics: Day Girls

• Swimming Carnival: Melaleuca

• Cross Country Carnival: Karragaroo

• Athletics Carnival: Karragaroo  

• Drama Festival: Melaleuca

Marylou Wilson, mother of Rebecca Wilson and former St Hilda's teacher, with 
Stella Cole (left) and Annabelle Layt (right). 
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Where are they now?
Rachel Stenslunde (Handley, 1991)

190 delegates and guests from across Australia 
- including our own Head of Boarding,  
Mrs Annette Boyle and Boarder Parents Support 
Group President, Mrs Wendy Henning (Bamford-
Fuller, 1991) travelled to Adelaide for the 48th 
annual Australian Isolated Children’s Parents’ 
Association (ICPA) Federal Conference in July.

Annette and Wendy had the pleasure of 
meeting with St Hilda’s Old Girl and Wendy’s 
classmate, Rachel Stenslunde who this year 
commenced as Director of Boarding at St Hilda’s 
in Perth!

Marnie Carroll (2003)

Marnie Carroll is a lawyer and co-founder of the Better Human Project, 
a blog she began as a side-hustle. Marnie was the guest speaker at 
the Annual OGA Assembly in August. She spoke to Middle Senior girls 
and put to them the proposition that kindness is an underrated virtue 
when you are young.

She provided an engaging presentation on the four pillars which 
underpin the Better Human Project; being better for people you don’t 
know, being better for people in your life, being better for your body, 
being better for your mind.

In her capacity as a lawyer, Marnie advises developers, sponsors, 
financiers and governmental authorities with respect to energy and 
infrastructure projects in the Asia Pacific region, and has a particular 
interest in renewable energy and resource recovery projects.

Marnie is passionate about sustainability and is looking to grow 
the Cleantech sub-sector of DLA Piper Australia’s ‘Disruption and 
Innovation Group’, with a particular focus on the circular economy.

 @better_human_project

Samantha Strauss (1997)

Samantha Strauss is making waves in the world of film and television, both nationally and internationally. 

Samantha has been tapped by Hollywood to work on the script for the movie, President’s Astrologer, 
about Joan Quigley, an astrologer best known for her astrological advice to the Reagans during 
Ronald Reagan’s time as US President. It is to be directed by John Madden, who directed The Best 
Exotic Marigold Hotel and Shakespeare in Love.

Additionally, Samantha recently completed filming on a 10-part series she wrote and created 
called The End, for Foxtel which was shot on the Gold Coast. This series follows on from Samantha’s 
success as writer/creator of the hit show/movie, Dance Academy.

She has also written on acclaimed shows such as The Wrong Girl and Offspring.

Celeste Humphrey (2006)

After school, Celeste completed 
her Bachelor of Business 
Management at Bond Uni.

Following University, Celeste 
worked in Information 
Technology, User Experience, 
Telecommunications, Human 
Resources, and Business 
Administration within global 
and national organisations 
including Microsoft, Optus, 
Samsung, Bunnings, Salvos 
Stores and more.

While working as a Business 
Analyst, Celeste began to 
freelance as a photographer, 
following a creative itch and 
passion for photography.

After six years freelancing in 
her spare time, Celeste took the 
plunge and made photography 
her primary focus.

She began her own photography business on the Gold Coast, novasoma 
photography and hasn’t looked back. She currently works with clients such 
as the Gold Coast Suns, Commonwealth Bank, Gold Coast Girls in Business, 
Zarraffa’s and St Hilda’s School!

Celeste is fortunate to possess an extensive international background having 
grown up in the US, Saudi Arabia, Russia, France, United Arab Emirates and 
Australia. Having lived in the USA for only the first 18 months of her life,  
she somehow still talks with an American accent; nevertheless, she considers 
herself an Australian at heart.
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Bella Paton (2016)

Congratulations to 
Bella Paton (2016) 
who launched her 
debut EP Early at 
Home of the Arts 
(HOTA), Gold Coast 
in July. Bella’s music 
has been described 

as ‘a mix of indie pop/folk goodness that will 
warm your toes but tug at your heartstrings.’

Search ‘Bella Paton’ on Spotify 
to listen to her Early EP.

Georgie Smith (2014) above left,  
Lucy Coleman (2016) above right and  
Charlee Mitchell (2018),  
Emily Mitchell (2016)

Well done to St Hilda’s alumni Georgie Smith 
(2014) and Lucy Coleman (2016) who won 
the Sydney University Intercollegiate Rowing 
Regatta in early May.

The reserves in their rowing crew were also 
St Hilda’s alumni, Charlee Mitchell (2018) and 
Emily Mitchell (2016).

Congratulations on these inspiring results, girls!

Jackie Ingram (Wallace, 1999)

After graduating from St Hilda’s School in 1999, 
Jackie Ingram studied both Science & Law 
degrees at university.

Jackie has held various executive roles with the 
Queensland, New South Wales and Victorian 
governments, specialising in justice policy and 
is currently the Director of Social Policy at the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet Victoria.

Jackie was the guest speaker at this year’s 
Middle Senior School Mother Daughter Luncheon 
held at the Sheraton Mirage, Gold Coast.

1978 Reunion – A Huge Success

Gabrielle Fechner (North)  
and Kayleen Kerr (Kolmar).

Vicki Braun (Baker) and Tracy 
Baumann (Taggart).

Alexa Faros, Adrianne Jones and Carolyn Hill (Blake).

Vilma Hopes (Tibaldi), Lyndel Corin and 
Ngaire Tranby-White (Curtis).

Margot Clark, Wendy Edwards (Burey)  
and Natalie Agnew.

Kym Stewart (Marsh) and 
Kathy Mackey (Waterfield).

Debbie Seton (Salmon), Kerry (Sasha) Roveta 
and Joy Bain (Trueman).

Head Boarder Sylvia Besseling (Wollen), Head Girl 
Terri Mottershead and Head Day Girl Debbie Buckley (Clarke).

Joy Bain (Trueman), Alison Rourke (Patrick) 
and Gabrielle Fechner (North).

Carolyn Hill (Blaikie), Elva Stanton (Cochrane)  
and Kathy Mackay (Waterfield).

Elva Stanton (Cochrane), Jenny Lawson (Crowther), Margot Clark and Di Cartmill (Satchell).

Adrianne Jones and 
Angela Bell.

Natalie Agnew and  
Kate Gorman.

Sylvia Besseling (Wollen), Nia Curtis 
and Noni Crombie (Tranby-White).

Debbie Buckley (Clarke), Anna Bassett 
(Wilson) and Jenny Lawson (Crowther).
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Events, Announcements and History

Births
Tamlyn Cooke (2011)

Tamlyn shared her story in two parts.

The first part we share with heavy hearts. 
Tamlyn’s mother, Lisa Clarke – a St Hilda’s 
Old Girl who attended 1969-1978 – sadly 
passed away suddenly late last year. 

Lisa’s life and memory were celebrated 
in a beautiful piece written by her sister, 
Debbie Buckley (1978) in the September 
2018 issue of the OGA Spirit.

The second part of Tamlyn’s story is one of 
great joy. On Monday, 1 April 2019, Tamlyn 
gave birth to a beautiful baby girl, Evelyn 
Lee Cooke (Evie).

Weddings
Sarah Ackland  
(Maher, 2005) 

On Friday, 5 July 2019 
Sarah married her love, 
Luke Ackland surrounded 
by family and friends in 
Austinville.

Sarah’s bridesmaids were 
St Hilda’s 2005 graduates 
Laura Warren,  
Carla Hupfeld (Jenkins)  
Kathleen Bill (Mooney) 
and Jas Cunningham  
(Richards).

Celebrating Sherilee’s Memory

The 12th annual Sherilee Ramsey Basketball Memorial Match 
was held in May in the Sports Complex and as always, it was 
a tight contest.

This event is a favourite in the St Hilda’s sporting calendar,  
as it brings together a wonderful mix of alumni, students, 
staff and Ramsey family members on the basketball court  
to celebrate Sherilee’s memory.

Moon Landing fever! 

Calling all Alumnae from 1969... Does anyone remember 
watching the Moon Landing on one of the 8 televisions 
Helen Granowski set up for the event?

In July, the Gold Coast Bulletin celebrated the 50 year 
anniversary of man walking on the moon with a look back  
at how the Gold Coast watched the historical event unfold 
– including what happened at St Hilda’s! 

In 1969, the Bulletin reported: 

“Throughout the day, schools chose to either send students 
home or cancel planned exams in favour of watching the 
coverage together.

At St Hilda’s, exams were postponed and eight televisions 
were set up for students and staff to watch.

Principal Helen Granowski said she would not count the day 
as a proper school day.”
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Marilyn Ann Hobbs (Hooper, 1967)
4 August 1950 – 20 June 2019

Marilyn was born in Charleville on 4 August 
1950 along with twin brother, Bill. She grew up 
in her family home, ‘Kootchie’ Tambo, alongside 
her parents Ted and Noela and four siblings, 
Richard, Robin, Jenny and Bill. 

At the age of ten, Marilyn attended St Hilda’s 
School (1960-1967). Annabel Knowles (nee 
Gore 1967) a school friend recalled, “Zoop” as 
we called her, was always popular. 

School friend Annabel Knowles writes:

We had a great time at St Hilda’s, despite bouts of 
homesickness. There were the occasional midnight 
feasts and bus trips to watch the Andrews Cup 
swimming at Valley Baths in Brisbane, stopping 
on the way at Yatala for a famous pie.

The big treat at weekends for we boarders was to 
sit on our rugs on the floor of the Assembly Hall 
and watch Bandstand with Brian Henderson.

One of Marilyn’s favourite subjects was Speech 
and Drama and she played major roles in school 
plays, from The Faerie Queen produced by  
Mrs Kinross with the 6th graders, to The Boy 
with a Car and Arthur Miller’s The Crucible  
in the Senior School.

We were both spectacularly bad at sport, so 
the sports mistress turned a blind eye when we 
skipped sport to hear each other’s ‘set pieces’, 
poems and excerpts from Shakespeare that we 
had to memorise – down in the bush where the 
Swimming Pool is now, in the lead-up to exams. 

Marilyn went on after leaving school to achieve 
the highest level of AMEB Speech and Drama 
qualifications. Her other favourite subject was 
Art and it was in Mrs Munro’s Art Room that she 
learnt the foundations of the art that she would 
practice for the rest of her life – especially water 
colour and oil painting. 

Any spare time she had, you’d find her in the 
Art Room, which she had special dispensation 
to use at weekends, being an especially 
talented and enthusiastic student.

As for Boarders’ Weekends, they were often spent 
with our friend Jenny-Rose Persse. Her parents,  
Des and Beth Persse, were very kind to us, 
providing a ‘home away from home’ at 
‘Beaumont’, near Lamington or at the apartment 
they rented at Northcliffe, Surfers Paradise. I 
remember a trip out on the Westlander to stay at 
‘Kootchie’ with Marilyn and she occasionally spent 
weekends at the Gore family house at Broadbeach.

Our St Hilda’s Boarders friendship group – about 
12 of us – still keep in touch, meeting as a group 
every ten years for a few days to reconnect, 
reminisce and have fun. Marilyn also had good 
friends among the Day Girls. Though we are now 
scattered and live in different states and regions 
and some of us are facing health hurdles as 
we age, I know all of us are here in spirit today 
to farewell our dear friend, who we will miss 
terribly and remember with deep affection.

Marilyn was awarded the St Hilda’s Special Prize 
for Art in 1965 and 1967 and won the 1967 
Queensland Girls’ Secondary School’s Club Art 
Competition in Brisbane.

After school, Marilyn began a passion for nursing. 
She worked at the Westmead Children’s Hospital 
in Sydney and then at St Andrews Hospital in 
Brisbane where she gained lifelong medical skills.

Marilyn married local grazier Howard Hobbs and 
lived at “Tarrina” near Tambo.

Family was everything. Katherine came along  
in 1971 and William in 1973. Station life 
continued along with droughts, floods, fires,  
as well as good and bad seasons. 

Long term friend Jan L’Estrange delivered a 
eulogy saying ‘Tarrina’ has been the love, the 
rock and the glue in Marilyn’s life. Her unbreakable 
relationships with her family and so many others 
who worked there stands as testament to the 
many incredible memories she created.

Marilyn saw a need for advanced learning for 
young children and instigated a Play Group  
for Tambo children in the recently closed 
Convent School. 

This was a great success and functioned for 
many years. 

Women’s health was another interest. She was 
highly involved in early meetings in Brisbane  
to set up mobile breast screening in 
Queensland. This practice continues today.

Marilyn stood and became a Councillor on the 
Tambo Shire Council, a position she held for 
four terms. She made her home and her life at 
Tambo and was passionate about her beloved 
community and ‘The Bush’ in general. She later 
become a State Tidy Towns judge and travelled 
Queensland in that role.

Marilyn became a JP and Marriage Celebrant 
travelling far and wide marrying people 
including two nieces and one nephew.

She did external university studies via Distance 
Education and obtained a Teachers Diploma  
for Speech and Drama through Trinity College  
of Music in London. 

Later in life, she graduated from Central 
Queensland University with a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree, majoring in Social Work to be better 
informed and able to navigate the available 
services to put to use in her own community.

She was subsequently awarded a Community 
Volunteer Award for her work in Tambo.

Art was always a passion from childhood. 
Marilyn found time to paint, especially later 
in life. She loved painting local landscapes, 
buildings, trees and chooks.

As an avid gardener, Marilyn transformed both 
the ‘Tarrina’ and William St gardens into show 
pieces and won many garden competitions. 
She had 187 rose bushes at William St and 
during her last months in Tambo, those roses 
continually bloomed and flourished. 

She embraced and lived each and every day 
with a smile, positive thoughts and enjoyed 
life to the end. We know our future is better 
because of her contribution to our community.

Marilyn’s daughter Katherine attended St Hilda’s 
1983-1988 and her granddaughter Jennifer 
Scholes is hoping to start as a boarder in Year 7 
in 2021. Marilyn’s funeral was also attended by 
school friend Jenny Rose Persse (Holmes 1967).

Vale
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Reunions
Individual Reunion Groups

1959 – 60 Years
Sallyanne Atkinson (Kerr)  
sallyanne.atkinson@bigpond.com
Joan Scott (nee Hulbert)  
joan@thescotts.com.au

1969 – 50 Years
Heather Wehl (Johnston)  
heather.wehl@gmail.com 
0418 785 530 
Class of 69 Facebook Group: 
www.facebook.com/ 
Class-of-69-2230488513712464/

1979 – 40 Years
Elspeth Murray (Frith) 
0488 237 553

1989 – 30 Years
Kylie Roebuck  
mattkylie00@bigpond.com

St Hilda’s 30 year Reunion 2019  
Facebook Group:  
www.facebook.com/ 
groups/461854034323444/

1999 – 20 Years
Carly Snodgrass  
carly@infomaps.com.au  
Kate Jorgensen-Cox  
Date: Saturday 26 October  
Venue:Edgewater Dining

2009 – 10 Years
Brooke Lee (Bilborough)  
brookenicholelee@gmail.com  
Mobile: 0429 888 826

1980 – 40 Years 
Nicky Reaburn (Keen) 0430 500 435

We’d love to  
hear from you.

INVITATION

OLD GIRLS' ASSOCIATION

Tell us what you’ve been up to for the 
next issue of Spirit!

To contact us or change your  
database details,  
email oldgirls@sthildas.qld.edu.au  
or phone 07 5532 4922

@sthildasoldgirlsassociation

@sthildasoga

St Hilda’s O.G.A. 
(Alumni St Hilda’s School Gold Coast)




