
Subject Selection

Year 9 (2019)



• The Middle School curriculum offers a broad and diverse range of 
academic subjects and practical experiences that prepare girls for 

their senior years of schooling.

• The curriculum in Year 9 is flexible and designed to allow our girls 
to experience both breadth and depth in their chosen courses. 

• We aim to stimulate them intellectually, to help each girl achieve 
her personal best, and to give her a lifelong love of learning. 



Curriculum Structure

• Years 7/8

Students are introduced to a wide range of subjects and new academic routines. 

- strong foundation in literacy and numeracy 

- opportunity for EXPOSURE to other subjects

• Years 9/10

Students begin to fine tune their range of subjects to suit individual academic strengths and 
interests.

- consolidation of literacy and numeracy 

- opportunity to EXPLORE subjects of interest

• Years 11/12

- continuation of literacy and numeracy 

- opportunity to SPECIALISE in subjects of choice for tertiary and post senior schooling

The courses offered in all subjects build on the essential skills developed 
in Years 7 and 8 to ensure the girls are challenged and well prepared for 

the complex demands of the Senior School. 



Year 9 Curriculum

• Broad range of subjects 
• Focus - inquiry and creativity, discovery, a love of learning

• Core Subjects form the basis of the Years 9 & 10 course: 
- English
- Mathematics
- Science
- History 
- HPE
- RE



Year 9 Curriculum

Elective Subjects:
English Literature
Geography 
Sport Science
French
Japanese
Drama
Music
Visual Art
Media Arts
Business, Finance & Management 
Design & Technology
Hospitality 



Elective Subjects

The elective subjects provide students with the

opportunity to explore their interests and abilities in 
greater depth. 

• 3 elective subjects are chosen

• Subjects are studied over 2 years (Years 9 & 10) 

- to facilitate a deep understanding and development 

of skills



Sample Selection

The sample selections below illustrate how 
the core requirements fit with the electives.

Core
English, Mathematics, Science, History, HPE, Religious Education

Electives 1
• French
• Drama
• Geography

Electives 2
• Music
• English Literature
• Visual Art

Electives 3
• Design & Technology
• Business, Finance & Management
• Sport Science



How to Choose Subjects That Suit
It is important to choose subjects that: 

• Enable you to work from your strengths 

• Challenge you to make the most of your capabilities 

• Provide you with the pathway that you need to pursue for 
senior studies or  career ambitions

• That you enjoy studying 

• Offer you a range of study that is manageable (ie a balance between 

theoretical and practical subjects) 

• That develop skills, knowledge and attitudes useful throughout 
life.



Look Back at Achievements

Choose subjects you enjoy and for which you show 
aptitude. This will help you to be motivated, gain good 
results and develop strong learning strategies.

Look back at your achievements and analyse: 

• The subjects you have done well in, or not so well 

• What your achievements tell you about your abilities 
(ie practical aptitude, verbal ability, numerical ability, commitment, 
enthusiasm)



Build a Picture of Yourself

To help in the decision-making process by: 

• Developing a profile of important strengths, abilities, 
skills, knowledge and interests 

• Looking at how family and other people in your life 
influence your decisions 

• Knowing your interests 

• Being aware of the career field you are suited to and 
interested in



Things to Consider

Each student is an individual, and their particular

study needs and requirements may be quite

different from those of other students.

It is unwise to either take or avoid a subject

• Other people’s opinion

• Friends

• Teacher



Different Pathways

• Keep your options open

• Be aware of the career field you are suited to and 
interested in

• Investigate sources of information for subjects, 
courses and careers

• Subjects such as Music and Languages in the Senior 
years require previous study in Years 9 & 10
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Achieving the Goal

Once students have made their decision look at actions that 
will support them to succeed in the subjects they have 
decided to study: 
• Identify good study habits, environments and skills 
• Investigate subjects available for Senior School
• Analyse the school report so that they can monitor their 

progress

Girls are reminded to talk to as many people as possible so 
that the decision they make about the subjects that they 
choose is one that they feel most comfortable about. 



Helpful Ideas
• Read the subject descriptions
• Investigate career and employment opportunities
• Look at texts and resource materials
• Discuss options with: 

– Parents 

– Subject Teachers 

– Heads of Faculty

– Head of Middle School

– Head of Learning & Teaching

– Careers Advisor



Subject Selection Process

• Read subject information carefully
• Consider choices carefully – ability, enjoyment, 

challenge, interests, pathways
• Discuss choices with parents, family, teachers, HOFs, 

HOMS, HOT&L
• Complete and return subject preference form by 

Friday, 20 July 2018. (Keep a copy for your records)

NB:  Depending of numbers choosing subjects and timetable constraints, there is possibility 
students may not be offered their first choice. In such case, students will be asked to 

choose again from the subjects available.

* Subjects are being chosen for Years 9 & 10



Subject Preference Form
CORE SUBJECTS: English, History, Mathematics, Science, HPE and RE. 
ELECTIVE SUBJECTS: Students choose three (3) electives. Place a tick () in the 
appropriate boxes to indicate your preference.

Electives 

Business, Finance & Management

Design & Technology

Drama

English Literature

French

Geography

Hospitality 

Japanese

Media Arts

Music

Sports Science

Visual Art

EAL (only at the discretion of the Head of Middle School)

Learning Enhancement 
(only at the discretion of the Head of Middle School)



Subject Selection Notes

At times it can be difficult to completely satisfy the first 
preference of all subjects for all students.

• If the number of students in an elective subject  is too low, the 
subject may not be offered in 2019.  Students will be advised of 
any changes as soon as possible 

• Where demand for places in a subject exceeds the places 
available they will be filled on a “first in, first served basis’

• Languages (French and Japanese) are only available to those 
students who have studied the subject in Years 7 and 8.

• A student who wishes to apply for entry to Learning 
Enhancement may do so only at the discretion of the Head of 
Middle School.



Changing Subjects

Year 9 
• It is expected that students will maintain the 

commitment to their subject choices for at least two 
years.

• Students can change electives up to the end of Week 2 
(Term One, 2019). 

• Subject to the availability of a vacancy in that subject.

• Written permission from parents.

• Any change of elective will be at the discretion of the 
HOMS.



Procedure 
• Initial subject preference form submitted by due date.
• Work undertaken to create groupings of subjects that allow 

the maximum number of students to achieve their optimal 
subject choices.

• Priority is to try and meet everyone’s learning requirements 
within a workable framework.

• Numbers choosing subjects and timetable constraints, there 
is a possibility students may not get their first choice.

• A final check will be made to see that the course 
requirements have been met by students.

• The School may withdraw an elective if the numbers 
choosing it are such that it is deemed no longer viable.

• Some students may be counselled with regard to their 
choices.



Timeline

• 11 June: Subject Selection Handbook available 

• 18 June: Subject Selection Information meeting

• 30 June: Progressive Reports available

• 20 July: Subject Preference Forms due 

• July: Timetable lines determined

• August: Girls advised of outcome



How can parents help?

• Be willing to listen.

• Support your daughter when she needs help.

• Be positive.

• Show an interest in your daughter’s progress.

• Help her be aware of her strengths.

• Encourage her to do her best.

• Be realistic in your expectations.



Heads of Faculty

English - Ms Cooper 
Mathematics - Mrs Jacka  
Science - Dr Stolarchuk
Humanities - Mrs Wain
Health & Physical Education (HPE) - Mr Krenske
Religious Education - Mr Larsen
Languages                                         - Mr Dunn
Drama - Mrs Gravel
Music - Ms Kelly
Visual Art - Ms Hampton
Business & Enterprise Education - Mrs Maurer  
Design - Mr Ward



English Literature Ms N Cooper

Media Arts Mr G Powell

Visual Art Ms A Hampton

Drama Mrs B Gravel

Music Miss J Kelly

BFM Mrs J Maurer

Design & Technology Mr B Ward

Hospitality Miss S King

Geography Mrs L Spencer

French & Japanese

Sport Science

Mr C Dunn

Mr M Krenske


