


TEACHERS
SUBJECT AREA TEACHER CONTACT

Classroom
English, Mathematics, Science, 

Humanities, Technology

Raechel Alback
Andrew Clark

Megan Docherty

ralback@sthildas.qld.edu.au
aclark@sthildas.qld.edu.au

mdocherty@sthildas.qld.edu.au

HPE
Glenys Packer
Leigh Thomas

gpacker@sthildas.qld.edu.au
lthomas@sthildas.qld.edu.au

Library Joanne Grimmer jgrimmer@sthildas.qld.edu.au

French Veronique Ganet vganet@sthildas.qld.edu.au

RE Ingrid McIlwraith imcilwraith@sthildas.qld.edu.au

Art Karen Raison kraison@sthildas.qld.edu.au

Dance Michelle Bosiljevac mbosiljevac@sthildas.qld.edu.au

Drama Sally Nind snind@sthildas.qld.edu.au

Music
Louise Emery

Chen Yang
Anthony Zambolt

lemery@sthildas.qld.edu.au
cyang@sthildas.qld.edu.au

azambolt@sthildas.qld.edu.au
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iPads

• www.sthildasipadportal.com

• Apps via iTunes U course

• Apple ID and passwords

http://www.sthildasipadportal.com/


STUDENT EMAIL

• School email is used for teachers 
and students to share resources 
and information

• Junior School Reception is main 
hub of communication between 
parents and students



DIARY

• Recording important dates and 
reminders

• Communication between teachers, 
parents and students

• Emphasis on developing independent 
use of diary to support organisation 
skills









HOUSES

• House Meetings Twice per term
• Inter-House Carnivals Swimming, Cross Country, Athletics, Read-a-thon
• House Chapel Service Held annually for each House

ACACIA

Head of House:
Leigh Thomas

GREVILLEA

Head of House:
Stacey Curtin

TRISTANIA

Head of House:
Marina Jacovou-Johnson



ENGLISH
AREA KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS

READING
• Explicit teaching of comprehension skills
• Novel study – The Twits by Roald Dahl

WRITING
• Genre-based writing including Narrative, Poetry, 

Information report & Exposition
• Sentence structure, paragraph structure, text structure

SPELLING
VOCABULARY

• THRASS
• Weekly spelling lists and supporting spelling activities
• Consistent focus on expanding vocabulary

GRAMMAR
PUNCTUATION

• Weekly grammar and punctuation themes



MATHS
STRANDS
Number and Algebra
Measurement and Geometry
Statistics and Probability

•Opportunities for extension or support 
to consolidate learning especially with 
place value 
•Emphasis on creative, critical thinking 
and articulation of strategies
•Mathletics, iMaths and Targeting 
Maths App





HUMANITIES
TOPICS
•Sustainability and Waste Management
•Our World Environment
•Early Australian History

SKILLS
•Mapping Skills
•Research and Note Taking
•Report Writing
•Collating and Comparing information



SCIENCE

TOPICS
•Plants in Action
•Materials Matter
•Forces and Motion
•Beneath our Feet

SKILLS
•Critical Thinking
•Experiment Reports
•Collecting and interpreting scientific data



TECHNOLOGY & STEAM
TECHONOLOGY
•Coding with Dash robots
•How to be a responsible 
digital citizen
•Data collection and 
representation using 
Numbers app.

STEAM
•The Dream Factory



DANCE – Semester 1
In 2018, students will study Dance for one semester. In Dance, the students develop many key skills that 
reflect their understanding of the key areas of Dance education. These areas of study fall under the three 
headings:

•Making: Choreography
•Making: Performing
•Responding

All three areas combine to allow students to appreciate that dance is an integral aspect of all societies and can 
have relevance in a social, ritual and artistic manner.

Students are encouraged to be involved in activities that allow them to express their ideas in how dance can be 
formed and what enhances their performance of these pieces. They are also able to then respond to their own 
and others work.

The areas of study are Celebrating Dance. This looks at why people around the world dance and the second is 
Stories Through Dance which looks at the elements of storytelling through dance.



DRAMA – Semester 2
The girls will develop skills in forming, presenting and responding, and continue to learn In, Through and About 
Drama. Our weekly lessons take place in the Caedmon Centre and this creative space without desks provides a 
wonderful avenue for self-expression, awareness of others and the development of each student and her skills.

IN Drama

The students learn many important skills such as working together co-operatively in large and 
small group situations, sharing ideas and listening to the contributions of others. They develop 
empathy by learning to respect and support other peoples’ ideas, express and contribute their 
own ideas and develop confidence when presenting these to the class… all while working 
towards a common goal.

THROUGH Drama
Topics and themes being undertaken in the Core subjects may be explored in our lessons. This 
helps to enhance the students’ learning, assisting them in making connections so that their class 
work makes more sense and has more meaning. 

ABOUT Drama

The students learn about and develop acting and presentation skills such as using their voices 
and bodies expressively. We explore “stepping into someone else’s shoes” by taking on roles and 
playing different characters. In many of the activities the power is handed over to the students, 
rather than being teacher directed, allowing them to use their imagination and experiences to 
consider situations from another’s viewpoint or perspective.



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
The girls at St Hilda’s have an RE lesson once a week and during that lesson each 
class will begin with the girls reflecting on their Gratitude. The girls write a 
Gratitude Prayer in their book which they share with the class.

During our lessons, we use the Bible stories to reflect and discuss Christian values 
and how we can practice these in our daily life. The girls will hear stories from the 
Old and New Testament and the girls will learn to use the Bible.

In Year 4, we will spend time understanding the meaning of Baptism and Holy 
Communion.

From time to time, we also do some Christian Mediation usually based on a Bible 
Story.

This year, we have a Prayer Space available for Year 4-6 students two lunch 
playtimes per week. The girls will be able to come into this space if they wish and 
merely reflect on their day or any issue in their own life or someone else’s life that 
they feel they would like to pray about. There are a few stations to make the girls 
feel comfortable and relaxed.



MUSIC
ANALYSING REPERTOIRE – AURALLY & VISUALLY
Students aurally and visually recognise and respond to Level 3 core content in music 
they hear and perform

SINGING AND PLAYING
Students sing and play a varied repertoire of extended pentatonic music, individually 
and with others in unison and in up to three parts, including some repertoire from 
memory

READING AND WRITING MUSIC
Students read and write musical patterns and phrases containing Level 3 core 
content

•Class Violin Lessons
•Year 3 & 4 Choir
•Private Instrumental Tuition



HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION
TOPICS
Semester 1
•Water based fundamentals – Swim and Survive
•Track and Field; performance games
•Aussie eating
•Life Education
Semester 2
•Striking games – Wana and Tee-ball
•Invasion games – Woggabaliri and football; psrndo 
and Aussie Rules
•Water based fundamentals
•Dimensions of health



HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION
• All PE attire comes to school every Monday and then stays at school until Friday.
• During the swimming units girls are expected to bring their swimming bag on a Monday and then it goes home 

after each lesson to be dried/washed and must come back for the second lesson of the week.
• Please name all PE and school uniform items.
• Swimming items include: togs, sun shirt, cap, goggles, towel, sunblock, thongs
• Students require a HOUSE swim cap for the carnival.
• Students MUST have goggles.
• No watches to be worn during any sporting activity.
• Nails will have to be kept trimmed for some units of work (basketball).
• Hair is to be tied back securely for swimming and all PE lessons.
• If not participating please explain by way of a NOTE in the diary.
• We will communicate through the diary if a student has forgotten items for their PE lesson or if we need to 

contact you.
• Please use diary or email for any communication you need with PE.



HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Students will be informed when units are finishing and the nest unit is commencing; this will either be in the 
newsletter or a reminder in the diary. Specific equipment required will be detailed.

Please note that on Free Dress Days, those students who are timetabled for PE will be required to wear the correct 
clothing for their lessons as a matter of health and safety.

In addition to addressing the Australian Curriculum: Health and Physical Education strand known as Movement and 
Physical Activity, our HPE teachers also deliver the majority of the Personal, Social and Community Health strand. To 
enable coverage of the many focus areas involved, assessable health units will usually occur as a block of 5-7 lessons 
once per semester. This intense delivery methods enables students to retain the content discussed, progress towards 
complex problem solving and complex assessment effectively. We encourage you to ask your child about what she 
has been studying during lessons, and where possible, to reinforce the positive messages being delivered regarding 
healthy and active problem solving.



VISUAL & MEDIA ARTS
This year we will be incorporating Media Arts into our Creative 
Arts curriculum at St Hilda’s. Students will now learn Visual and 
Media Arts in their specialist art lesson once per week for the 
entire year.

In Visual Arts, students experience and explore the concepts of 
artists, artworks, world and audience. Students learn in, through 
and about visual arts practices, including the fields of art, craft and 
design. Students develop practical skills and critical thinking which 
inform their work as artists and audience.

In Media Arts, students use communications technologies to 
creatively explore, make and interpret stories about people, ideas 
and the world around them. They engage their senses, 
imagination and intellect through media artworks that respond to 
diverse cultural, social and organisational influences on 
communications practices today.



LIBRARY

• Exchange, OPAC, Dewey Decimal System

• Fiction and Non-Fiction Sections Organisation, 

authors and genres

• Research Skills/Project – focus on the Titanic -

leading into a novel study in Term 2. Create a 

documentary on the Titanic using Do Ink App

• Promoting good reading habits

• Building reading stamina



FRENCH

• Throughout the year, students in Year Four will 

revise and extend their knowledge of French and 

French culture

• Activities will include role plays, songs, games, 

reading and listening

• Learning outcomes – speaking and listening skills 

and introduction of reading and writing skills



PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS

• Two parent interviews per year

• 15 minutes

• Interviews can be arranged for 

Specialist Teachers

• Discussions focused on student 

academic progress

• Digital Portfolios - SeeSaw



LAKE AINSWORTH CAMP
• Term 4

• Lennox Head, NSW

• Swimming and Snorkeling

• Orienteering

• Team and Challenge Initiatives

• Canoeing

• Archery

• Indoor climbing


