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C H APTE R 1

Introduction

The information contained in this book is correct at time of
publication but is subject to change
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S EC T I O N 1

SELECTING SUBJECTS

The selection of subjects for Years 11 and 12 has the potential to impact on students’ pathways
after Year 12. This booklet is designed to assist students, and their parents, in making informed
choices for their final years of secondary schooling.

As you make these choices, please
consider the following:
• Will I meet the prerequisites necessary
for tertiary study?
• Do my reports suggest that I will excel
in the subjects I have chosen?
• Have I chosen subjects which I enjoy
studying?
Please note that different institutions
have different pre-requisites for similar
courses. English is a pre-requisite for
almost all tertiary courses and
Mathematics and Science subjects are
most commonly listed as additional prerequisites. Students considering
overseas studies at university should
investigate the prerequisites carefully.
Our Year 10 careers classes are
designed to help our students to
consider their strengths and weaknesses
in relation to their career options. The
girls are also strongly encouraged to

meet with Mrs. Baker, the Careers
Counsellor, to discuss their future
options.
Early in Term 3, we will meet with each
girl and her parents to finalise her Career
Pathway Plan. This is an official
document describing each girl’s career
goals, subject selection and academic
pathway. Career Pathway Plans are
flexible documents that may change to
reflect changing goals.
In Senior School, we encourage the girls
to develop a critical and evaluative
approach to their studies and to work
more reflectively and independently.
Personal responsibility is the key to
student success and so the girls need to
manage their time effectively and to
prioritise commitment to their academic
program.
Key success factors include:
• Having strong study skills. Websites
such as How-to-study.com are a
useful resource.
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• Setting realistic goals. Goals can be
of three (3) types:
− short term goals, e.g. getting an
assignment in on time;
− middle term goals, e.g. improving
your Level of Achievement in one
or more subjects over a semester;
− long term goals, e.g. to perform
well enough at school to go to
university or secure an
apprenticeship or traineeship.

S EC T I O N 2

CHOOSING AND CHANGING
Students must choose six subjects for Years 11 & 12.
The School may withdraw a subject if the numbers choosing it are such that it is deemed to not be viable.
Consultation regarding alternative subjects will take place with students and their parents if this situation occurs.
A student may be asked to revise her initial preferences if the subjects she has selected cannot be accommodated.
Consultation will take place with the student and her parents if this situation occurs.
When choosing subjects, be aware of the Recommended Prior Results (see next page). If you are unsure whether a
student should be attempting a subject in Year 11, contact the Head of Faculty.

CHOOSING SUBJECTS

CHANGING SUBJECTS

Students who choose to commence
study of a VET subject after Semester 1,
Year 11 may not have the opportunity to
complete all of the units of competency
required for the awarding of a Certificate
of Qualifications at the completion of
Year 12.

During Years 11 and 12, it may become
necessary to reconsider subject choices,
in which case, a “Variation to CP Plan”
form must be collected from the Senior
School Centre and completed. All
subject changes must be approved by
the Head of Senior School and the Head
of Curriculum. Written consent to the
change is required from parents.

Students who intend to undertake a
traineeship must initially enrol in six
subjects, but will be able drop a subject
when the traineeship commences.
Students who intend to enrol in
Extension English, Extension French or
Extension Music in Year 12 must initially
enrol in six subjects in Year 11. One
subject (other than English or
Mathematics) will be dropped at the
beginning of Year 12, when the
extension subject commences.

Please note that:
• Subject changes may only take place
if there is a place available in a class.
• Application for subject change can be
submitted during the first two weeks of
Semester 1 Year 11 and at the
beginning of Semesters 2 and 3
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The Queensland Studies Authority
specifies a minimum of 55 hours per
semester for each subject, consequently
students may only change subjects
within the first two weeks of each
semester to minimize time lost in the new
subject.
All girls must ensure that they continue to
study three subjects continuously for four
semesters to retain OP eligibility.
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RECOMMENDED PRIOR

SUBJECT

FACULTY

ENGLISH

RECOMMENDED PRIOR RESULTS

English
English Communication*

C in English
Nil

Mathematics A

C in Mathematics or D+ in
Mathematics A (Advanced)
B in Mathematics or C+ in
Mathematics A (Advanced)
B in Mathematics or B in
Mathematics A (Advanced)
Nil

Mathematics B

Mathematics C

Prevocational Mathematics*

HUMANITIES

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION
(HPE)

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Biology
Chemistry
Physics

C in English, C in Science
C in Science
C in Mathematics, B in Science

Ancient History
Modern History
Geography

C+ in History
C+ in History
C+ in History and preferably
Geography

Physical Education

C in HPE

Religious Education
Study of Religion

Nil
C in English
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Ms Cooper
5577 7266

Mrs Jacka
5577 7248

MATHEMATICS

SCIENCE

CONTACT

Dr Stolarchuk
5577 7206

Mrs Wain
5577 7247

Mr Krenske
5577 7273

Mr Larsen
5577 7293

SUBJECT

FACULTY

BUSINESS & ENTERPRISE
EDUCATION (BEE)

DESIGN

RECOMMENDED PRIOR RESULTS

Accounting
Business Management (BM)
Economics
Certificate III in Business

C in English & C in Mathematics
C in English & C in Mathematics
C in English & C in Mathematics
NIL

Engineering Technology
Hospitality Studies

Nil
Nil

Drama

Nil

Music

C in Yr 10 Music or equivalent of
Grade 3 AMEB Theory and
experience performing on a solo
instrument/voice.

DRAMA

Mrs Maurer
5577 7210

Mr Ward
5577 7225

Mrs Gravel 5577
7289

Miss Kelly
5577 7256

MUSIC
Music Extension (Yr 12 only)

Yr 11 Music with an A in the
general objective being selected for
specialisation.

Visual Art

C in English
Study of Visual Art in Yrs 9 & 10 is a
distinct advantage

VISUAL ART

LANGUAGES

CONTACT

Film, Television and New Media

C in English
Study of Visual Art in Yrs 9 & 10 is a
distinct advantage

French

C across the 4 skill areas

Japanese

C across the 4 skill areas

Ms Hampton
5577 7178

Mr Dunn
5577 7260

C H APTE R 2

Compulsory Subjects

Students must select:
• One of the following English subjects
English or English Communication
• One of the following Mathematics subjects
Mathematics A, B or Prevocational Mathematics
Mathematics C is an elective and may be studied only in addition to Mathematics B
• Religious Education
This is a school subject studied in addition to the six subjects to be selected. Students study
one period a week
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English Communication
A ut h o r i t y S ubject ( Non -OP)

‘Freeing the imagination, giving voice to
our thoughts’

essential communication skills to
enhance employment opportunities.

English Communication is offered as a
two-year course for students seeking an
alternative to senior English. It will allow
students to develop and use English
language skills in the areas of work,
community and leisure. It will establish

Course Outline
Content

Skills

Assessment

These are examples of the topics covered in
this course:

Students are encouraged to read and view
widely in order to develop their ability to
think critically about issues. The course
focuses on developing good written and
verbal communication skills for the
workplace and for community and leisure
activities.

Assessment is both written and spoken and
a range of tasks are completed over the two
years of the course. The final result is
based on student performance as
represented by a folio of specified tasks. At
least 50% of assessment is through spoken
tasks. Assessment will include some written
pieces completed under controlled
conditions.

Year 11
• Representations of women in popular
culture
• What does it mean to be Australian?
• Workplace responsibility
• Fact v’s opinion: Reading the media

Expectations

Year 12

The focus is on students becoming more
aware of the language requirements of
work, community and leisure activities. They
also develop their own communication skills,
with a balance of written and spoken
activities. Students will be expected to use a
range of modern technologies in their
course, both for study and for the production
of their own texts.

• The world of advertising: Tabloid
journalism
• Music with meaning
• Telling our stories
• The Celebrity Obsession
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English
A ut h o r i t y S ubject

‘FREEING THE IMAGINATION, GIVING
VOICE TO OUR THOUGHTS’

the more fluently she can read a wide
variety of texts, the more freedom she will
have as an adult to move amongst the
varying language demands she will
encounter.

The prime aim of any English program is
to produce students who can read, write
and manipulate those skills to function as
effective members of a literate, English
speaking community. The more
sophisticated a student's writing skills and

Course Outline
Content

Skills

Year 11

Students develop the ability to be critically
aware of the way language is used to
position them in both literary and media
texts. They will also learn how to manipulate
language to suit their own purposes by
writing and speaking across a range of
genres.

• Area of study: CHANGE
• Summer of the Seventeenth Doll
• We All Fall Down
• Pride & Prejudice
• Romantic and Victorian poetry
• Shakespeare’s Othello
Year 12
• The Catcher in the Rye
• Maestro
• Texts constructing versions of growing up
• Understanding Macbeth and the way it
constructs reality
• The World of the Horror Classic

Expectations
The course is designed around principles of
continuity, increasing complexity of
challenge, and increasing independence
over the two years. The focus is on students
developing their ability to be critically aware
of how texts position them as well as
manipulating language. This will involve
students in:
• Reading and viewing a variety of text
types, including literary texts
• Analysing texts
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• Understanding the positioning techniques
used
• Evaluating the way texts represent
concepts and groups
• Synthesising their understanding by
making choices which position readers

Assessment
Students complete four written and two
spoken assessment items each year,
including two assessment items under test
conditions.

S EC T I O N 3

Prevocational Mathematics
A ut h o r i t y S ubject ( Non -OP)

‘The power to multiply your options and
add value to life’

towards, mathematics, so that they can
use mathematics efficiently and critically
to make informed decisions in their daily
lives.

Prevocational Mathematics is designed to
help students improve their numeracy by
building their confidence and success in
making meaning of mathematics. It aims
to assist students to overcome any past
difficulties with, or negative attitudes

Course Outline
Content

• Renovating property

Year 11

• Organising an event

• Taking a gamble

• Starting a business

• Maths in hospitals

incorporate the contexts of knowing,
applying and explaining.
Some of these are shown below in general
terms:

• Earning money & paying tax

Skills

Traditional methods of exposition,
reinforcement and discussion

• Health & Exercise

Students will be able to:

Investigations

• Traveling in the local area

Collect, analyse & organise information

• Cars & mobile phones

Communicate ideas and information

Individual and group work requiring
research. Problem solving and modelling

• Practical statistics

Plan & organise

• Seeing Queensland

Use mathematical ideas & techniques

Either supervised school activities or as
unsupervised out-of-class activities

Solve problems
Year 12

Use technology

Assessment

• Planning to leave home

A variety of assessment techniques will be
used and might include:

• Buying your first property
• Traveling overseas

Expectations

• Building a new house

Throughout the course, students will be
exposed to a variety of learning experiences
to help them achieve the general objectives.
These learning experiences will also

• Investing your money
• Growing vegetables
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Supervised, open book tests at the end of
each chapter; 4 per semester
Reports and / or assignments and / or
projects and / or investigations, 1 per term

S EC T I O N 4

Mathematics A
A ut h o r i t y S ubject

‘The power to multiply your options and
add value to life’

sound knowledge is essential for
informed citizenship. Through enhanced
understanding of mathematics,
individuals can become better informed
economically, socially and politically in an
increasingly mathematically orientated
society.

Mathematics is an integral part of a
general education. It can enhance
understanding of our world and the
quality of participation in a rapidly
changing society. Mathematics pervades
so many aspects of our daily life that a

Course Outline
Content

Skills

Expectations

Year 11

Students will be able to:

• Trigonometry

• Pose questions and formulate
propositions

Throughout the course, students will be
exposed to a variety of learning experiences
to help them achieve the general objectives.
These include:

• Data collection & presentation
• Scale drawings & quantity estimation
• Earning money
• Measures of central tendency & spread
• Foreign exchange rate
• Area & Volume
• Spending money & credit
Year 12
• Land measurement

• Represent and interpret concepts and
relationships
• Analyse situations, describe the
mathematical concepts, and use efficient
procedures to solve problems
• Make deductions, generalise and verify
solutions
• Make logical use of mathematical
language
• Make predictions, solve problems and
reflect on solutions

• Traditional methods of exposition,
reinforcement, discussion
• Investigations
• Individual and group work requiring
research, problem solving and modelling
either as supervised school activities or
as unsupervised out-of-class activities
• Computer software integrated into the
course where appropriate

• Networks & Queuing

Assessment

• Probability

A variety of assessment techniques will be
used and might include:

• Compound interest & investment

• Two supervised tests per Semester

• Latitude & longitude

• One extended modelling and problemsolving task or assignment per semester

• Appreciation & Depreciation
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Mathematics B
A ut h o r i t y S ubject

‘The power to multiply your options and
add value to life’

essential component for effective
participation in a rapidly changing society.

Mathematics B is an integral part of a
general education. It underpins science
and technology, most industry, trade and
commerce, social and economic planning
and communication systems and is an

Course Outline
Content

Skills
Students will be able to:

Year 11
• Introduction to Functions
• Applied Statistical Analysis 1
• Periodic Functions & Applications
• Exponential & Log Functions
• Rates of Change
Year 12
• Periodic Functions & Applications 3
• Optimisation using Derivatives
• Introduction to Integration
• Exponential & Log Functions &
applications
• Applied Statistical Analysis 2

• Pose questions and formulate
propositions
• Represent and interpret concepts and
relationships
• Analyse situations, describe the
mathematical concepts, and use efficient
procedures to solve problems

incorporate the contexts of application,
technology, initiative and complexity.
Some of these are shown below in general
terms:
• Traditional methods of exposition,
reinforcement, discussion
• Investigations
• Individual and group work requiring
research, problem solving and modelling

• Make deductions, generalise and verify
solutions

• Either as supervised school activities or
as unsupervised out-of-class activities

• Make logical use of mathematical
language

• Computer software and graphics
calculators integrated into the course
where appropriate

• Make predictions, solve problems and
reflect on solutions

Assessment
Expectations
Throughout the course, students will be
exposed to a variety of learning experiences
to help them achieve the general objectives.
These learning experiences will also
11

A variety of assessment techniques will be
used and might include:
• Two supervised tests per Semester
• One extended modelling and problemsolving tasks or assignment per semester
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Mathematics C
A ut h o r i t y S ubject

‘The power to multiply your options and
add value to life’

Mathematics B. They will be encouraged
to recognise the dynamic nature of
mathematics through problem solving and
applications in life-related situations.

Mathematics C is an elective subject
which may be studied along with
Mathematics B. In Mathematics C,
students are given the opportunity to
develop their full mathematical potential
and extend the knowledge acquired in

Course Outline
Content

Skills

Year 11

Students will be able to:

incorporate the contexts of application,
technology, initiative and complexity. In
general these terms include:

• Introduction to Groups

• Pose questions and formulate
propositions

Traditional methods of exposition,
reinforcement and discussion

• Represent and interpret concepts and
relationships

Investigations

• Real & Complex Numbers 1 & 2
• Structures and Patterns 1 & 2
• Matrices & Applications 1 & 2
• Vectors & Applications 1 & 2
• Linear Programming 1

• Analyse situations, describe the
mathematical concepts, and use efficient
procedures to solve problems

• Dynamics 1

• Make deductions, generalise and verify
solutions

Year 12

• Make logical use of mathematical
language

• Real & Complex numbers 3
• Structures & Patterns 3

• Make predictions, solve problems and
reflect on solutions

• Linear Programming 2

Expectations

• Calculus 1 & 2

Throughout the course, students will be
exposed to a variety of learning experiences
to help them achieve the general objectives.
These learning experiences will also

• Matrices and Applications 3

Either supervised school activities or as
unsupervised out-of-class activities
Computer software and graphics calculators
integrated into the course where
appropriate

Assessment
A variety of assessment techniques will be
used and might include:

• Dynamics 2 & 3
• Vectors and Applications 3

Individual and group work requiring
research. Problem solving and modelling

12

Two supervised tests per semester
One extended modelling and problemsolving tasks or assignment per semester
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Religious Education
Sch ool Sub j ec t ( N o n -OP)

“For God so loved the world, that he gave
his one and only Son” John 3:16
Religious Education enables girls to
consider and respond to important issues
related to their own spiritual development;
in particular, it provides opportunities for
them to clarify their own experiences and
beliefs. Religious Education allows for

the development of values and attitudes
and consideration of fundamental
questions concerning the meaning and
purpose of life.

Course Outline
Content

Expectations
Year 11
• The evidence for Christianity, particularly
in relation to Jesus’ life and the record of
his resurrection
• The reliability of the New Testament and
its authorship
• The challenges presented by publications
such as The Da Vinci Code
• Other religions compared with Christianity
• Life changing ideas from the letter to the
Ephesians in the New Testament
Year 12
• Why do bad things happen? The question
of Suffering and Evil.
• What should I do? Bio-ethics.
• Where do we come from? Why are we
here? What happens when we die?

• To enable students to understand the
nature of Christian faith and the beliefs
and practices of other traditions
• To provide students with opportunities to
consider the reliability of the Bible and
Christian foundations through the study of
Christian apologetics
• To develop an understanding of the
Anglican tradition, in particular the
interplay of Scripture, Tradition and
Reason in informing faith responses
• To develop an appreciation of other
religions through their comparison with
Christianity
• To provide an opportunity for students to
appreciate the uniqueness of Christianity
• To help students reflect upon their own
needs, experiences and questions and to
confront what are sometimes referred to
as ‘ultimate questions’
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• To encourage students to develop open
minds to new and different concepts and
to form their own opinions based on
evidence and argument

Assessment
Portfolio of student work.

C H APTE R 3

Elective Subjects

In addition to English subjects and at least one
Mathematics subject, students study four electives.
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S EC T I O N 1

Elective

Video

Accounting
A ut h o r i t y S ubject
‘Connecting life and learning’
Accounting is an information
system that provides financial
and other information for making
and evaluating decisions about
the allocation of resources. This
course is designed, not only to
provide a foundation in the
discipline of accounting, but also
to prepare students for further

Course Outline
Content

Skills

• Undertaking research activities

• Recording financial data

• Interacting with the teacher and others
through questioning and discussions.

Year 11

• Applying deductive reasoning

• The Accounting Process to Trial Balance

• writing

• End of Year Reports and Analysis of
Reports

• Analysing stimulus material

• Accounting for Non-Current Assets
• Budgeting – Cash Budgets
(Spreadsheets)
• Accrual Accounting
Year 12
• Accounting for Cash
• Cash Flow Statements
• Financial Reports – Limitations, Analysis
and Interpretation
• Internal Controls

education, training and
employment.

• Problem solving

Assessment
A variety of assessment techniques will be
used and might include:
• Objective / short and extended response
items

Expectations
The learning experiences involved in
Accounting reflect the active and practical
nature of the course. Students are
presented with realistic accounting
situations and are encouraged to develop
their knowledge and skills and express
opinions about accounting issues. Students
may be involved in activities which include

• Integrated Accounting Package – MYOB

• Analysing and evaluating case studies or
statistics and data

• Extension of Spreadsheeting

• Using computers and the internet
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• Practical application items
• Assignments
• Non-written presentations

S EC T I O N 2

Elective

Video

Ancient History
A ut h o r i t y S ubject
‘Girls go global’
The senior Ancient History
course aims to give the student
an active interest in the
civilisations of the past by
providing some insight into the
beliefs, attitudes, customs and
ways of life of ancient peoples,
as well as their political,
economic and cultural history.
Emphasis is placed on the fact
that Ancient History is still an
evolving subject which uses
scientific research and

Course Outline
Content

Year 11
• Studies of Archaeology
• Studies of the Arts
• Studies of Pharonic Power in Egypt
• Studies of Funerary Practices
Year 12
• Studies of Power (Rome)
• Studies of Conflict (Greece)
• Studies of Personalities in History

Skills
Students develop the skills of inquiry and
the ability to present information and
conclusions in both written and oral form
with accuracy, clarity and coherence.
Emphasis is given to developing the skills
and processes necessary for analytical
thinking and the interpretation of material,

as well as the skills of investigation and
making judgements based on evidence
which may be applied to everyday life.

technology to reinterpret
existing material. The course
attempts to foster an
understanding of the role the
past has played in creating the
contemporary world. Ancient
History is particularly relevant to
students who seek careers in art
and design, media and public
relations, law, education, travel,
drama, government,
librarianship, architecture, fine
arts, archaeology and museum
work.

• Interacting with the teacher and others
through questioning and discussions

Assessment

Expectations
A good Ancient History student is one who
has a genuine interest in the past and
enjoys reading and research. The focus of
Ancient History is on having students doing
and developing those processes and skills
which are integral to the process of
historical inquiry. This will involve students
in:
• Investigating evidence from primary and
secondary sources
• Reading, recording and interpreting data
from sources such as text, books, videos,
and websites
• Framing questions for investigation,
formulating hypotheses, researching
relevant sources, making judgements and
expressing judgements in written and/or
oral form
16

Achievement in is determined by a student’s
performance in the following criteria:
Criterion 1: Planning and using a Historical
Research Process
Criterion 2: Forming Historical Knowledge
through Critical Inquiry
Criterion 3: Communicating Historical
Knowledge
Students are assessed using a range of
essays, short response tests and research
tasks. They should expect to do two inschool assessment tasks and one takehome task each semester.
Year 11 allows the students to practise and
develop these assessment techniques
before they are implemented for summative
purposes in Year 12.

S EC T I O N 3

Elective

Video

Biology
A ut h o r i t y S ubject
‘Inspiring imagination –
understanding realities’

should strongly consider
studying Biology.

Students with an interest in: how
organisms, especially humans,
work at a molecular, cellular,
organ and system level; how
organisms have evolved in
changing environments; issues
involving the effects of human
intervention, past, present and
future, on biological systems,

Course Outline
Content

Year 11
• Cell biology
• Nerves and hormones
• Ecology
• Nerves and hormones
Year 12
• Biological systems working together
• Genetics
• Independent research project (EEI)
• Disease

Skills
Students will be able to:
• Recall and describe ideas, concepts and
theories of Biology in a range of situations
• Apply and link ideas, concepts and
theories to explain phenomena in a range
of situations

• Identify and formulate questions and
hypotheses for investigations and
research

• Justify decisions and develop future
scenarios based on the interpretation and
analysis of current information

• Design, manage and carry out
experimental and non-experimental
investigations

Expectations

• Collect, organise, interpret, model and
present primary and secondary data
• Analyse data gathered from
investigations
• Make judgements and draw conclusions
pertaining to the validity of an
investigation

Students develop an understanding of living
systems and the consequences of
intervention in these systems, by learning
the basic principles that govern these and
developing those processes and skills which
are integral to understanding, inquiry and
discovery.

• Recognise relevant past and present
scientific and social issues

Assessment

• Explain the explicit and implicit meanings
of information selected from a variety of
sources

Students are assessed using tests, nonexperimental and experimental research
tasks. They should expect to write a test
and complete either a non-experimental or
experimental research task each semester,
except for Semester 3, when they will be
required to write two tests and complete a
research task.

• Evaluate and assess the reliability,
authenticity, relevance, accuracy and bias
of the sources and methods of the
collection of information
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Elective

Video

Business Management
A ut h o r i t y S ubject
‘Connecting life and learning’
Through this subject students
have the opportunity to develop
an appreciation of issues
challenging business
organisations and managers.
Business practices include the
use of innovation,
entrepreneurial creativity,
strategic planning,
management, marketing and

Course Outline

information and communication
technologies. An added feature
this course has a requirement of
developing a Business Plan.

Areas of Study

Expectations

Assessment

• Management practices

Through practical, applied, situational and
experiential activities students develop not
only knowledge and understanding of the
content but develop thought processes of
understanding existing experiences and
coming to decisions about what a business
person should believe or do. This is
achieved by:

A variety of assessment techniques will be
used and might include:

• Marketing Management
• Operations Management
• Financial Management
• Human Resource Management
• Business Development

Skills

Group research of ‘real business’
environments

• Critical thinking

Class discussions on current business
practices

• Information processing

Use of practical note-taking skills

• Decision-making

Communication, leadership, negotiation,
advocacy and technical skills

• Problem solving
• Strategic planning
• Analysing stimulus material
• Research skills
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Supervised tests
Projects and practical work
Non-written responses
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Elective

Video

Chemistry
A ut h o r i t y S ubject

Click here for link to full movie

‘Inspiring imagination –
understanding realities’
Students with an interest in
enhancing their understanding
of matter, achieving knowledge
and useful research and
experimental skills, developing
their scientific literacy and
numeracy skills and their critical
and creative thinking skills
should strongly consider
studying Chemistry.

Course Outline
Content

Year 11
Chemical nature of matter
Qualitative/quantitative analysis techniques
Stoichiometry
Historical development of atomic theories
Structure/ organisation of the Periodic Table
Intra/inter molecular bonding
Aqueous solutions and their properties
Organic molecules and energy
Independent research project (EEI)
Year 12
Reaction rates
Equilibrium
Acid/base reactions
Oxidation/ reduction reactions
Electrochemical processes
Gas laws
Independent research project (EEI)

Students who study Chemistry
should have a sound
background in Year 10 Science,
a good understanding of
Mathematics B, an inquiring
mind, and be prepared to work
diligently. Chemistry is a subject
suitable for students continuing
on to tertiary level studies. It is a
prerequisite subject for some
university courses of study.

Skills

Expectations

Students will be able to:

The focus of Chemistry is on engaging
students in an exciting and dynamic
investigation of the material world. This is
achieved by students learning the basic
principles that govern these and developing
those processes and skills which are
integral to understanding, inquiry and
discovery.

Recall and interpret concepts, theories and
principles of Chemistry
Describe and explain processes and
phenomena of Chemistry
Link and apply algorithms, concepts,
theories and schema of Chemistry
Conduct and appraise chemical research
tasks
Operate chemical equipment and
technology safely

Assessment

Use primary and secondary chemical data

Students are assessed using various tests
(traditional and practical) and experimental
research tasks. They should expect to
complete: two tests (one of each type) in
semester one, a traditional or practical test
and experimental research task in
semesters two and four, and three tests (two
traditional and one practical in semester
three.

Determine, analyse and evaluate the
chemical interrelationships involved in
Chemistry
Predict chemical outcomes and justify
chemical conclusions and recommendations
Communicate chemical information in a
variety of ways
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Elective

Diploma of Business
Course Code BSB50207

(Non- O P)

A VET qualification offered by
BARRINGTON COLLEGE as an
extension area of study

and the skills and knowledge
required to develop and deliver
business strategies.

A business qualification is a key
element in a career in the commercial
business world. You will gain
understanding of business principles

Course Outline

The Diploma of Business is a nationally
accredited qualification offered within the
school program, but taught and assessed by
Barrington College which is an external
Registered Training Organisation. This is
an extension area of study suitable for
capable students who already have some
involvement in business through family
business or part time employment.
To be accepted into this course students are
required to complete an application form
and participate in an interview. Selection will
be made according to a range of suitability
criteria.

Course outline

Expectations

Participants must successfully complete 8
units to be eligible for the Diploma of
Business. There are numerous units to
select from that can be customized to meet
the requirements of the class as per the
sample below.

As this is taught by an external RTO there is
an additional cost of $1500 - $2000. This is
a tertiary level vocational qualification which
is currently given a QTAC selection rank of
82 when a student applies for tertiary study
in Queensland. In many instances the
student will gain credit transfer into a related
tertiary degree.

UNIT CODE

UNIT NAME

BSBADM502B

Manage meetings

BSBHRM506A

Manage recruitment, selection and induction
processes

BSBPMG522A

Undertake project work

BSBRSK501B

Manage risk

BSBMKG414B

Undertake marketing activities

BSBREL402A

Build client relationships

BSBUS501B

Develop workplace policy and procedures for
sustainability

BSBFIN501A

Manage budgets and financial plans.
Job ready program

Students undertaking this course need to be
aware that after school class time will be
required as well as some school holiday
days. These will be advised at
commencement of the training. Students
must agree to attend all training sessions.

Assessment
Achievement in this diploma is determined
by a student meeting competency
expectations. Emphasis is on completion of
competencies to an industry and tertiary
standard.
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S EC T I O N 7

Elective

Video

Drama
A ut h o r i t y S ubject
‘All the world’s a stage - make a
scene!’

a unique means of enquiry that
empowers students.

Drama provides a learning
environment that promotes
imagination, critical thinking,
cultural engagement,
communication, creativity and
problem-solving. Drama
provides a medium for
exploration, social criticism,
celebration and entertainment.
Drama students participate in
aesthetic learning in which the
senses and emotions are
engaged cognitively and
affectively. Through this
experiential mode, Drama offers

The collaborative nature of
Drama as an art form provides
students with opportunities to
learn to manage the processes
of Drama and the interpersonal
and intrapersonal skills required
to work effectively, both
individually and in groups. Such
skills, aligned with self
confidence are essential to give
students, in a changing society,
a critically active orientation
necessary to play a full part in
their own culture, the culture of
others and the world of work.

Course Outline

Working independently in developing
personal aesthetic

Content
Year 11

Skills

• Realism

Forming –choreography
(compositions),scriptwriting, improvisation,
designing, devising, dramaturgy, directing

• Physical Theatre
• Comedy
• Live Theatre Study
Year 12
• Tell the Truth (Oral History, Verbatim,
Dramatic Treatment)
• Theatre of Change (Epic Theatre and
Contemporary Political Theatre)
• Post Modern / Contemporary
Performance
• Live Theatre Study

Presenting –Scripted and student devised
work in a variety of styles, acting techniques
and performance skills, integrating stage
technology, mediatised performance
Responding - Critiquing, analysing,
evaluating and justifying

Expectations
Drama is a practical subject, engaging
students in experiential and aesthetic
learning experiences. However, Drama is
an academic subject with a fundamental
theoretical component. Students engage in
the creative process through:
Working as an artist both collaboratively as
well as individually to create, shape, present
and critique Drama
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Manipulating a variety of technology,
including the use of multi-media, lighting
and sound
Developing creative and critical thinking
skills
Developing skills in communication and
presentation, nurturing self confidence and
self expression
Participating actively in workshops,
excursions to view live theatre, discussions,
reflection as well as opportunities to perform
for an audience

Assessment
Students’ development in the three
dimensions of Drama (forming, presenting,
responding) are assessed in a variety of
ways such as:
Performances
Written and practical assignments
Workshops

S EC T I O N 8

Elective

Video

Economics
A ut h o r i t y S ubject
‘Connecting life and learning’
Economics provides students
with the knowledge and skills to
better understand the world in
which they live and the
sophisticated system of their
own economy. During the
course, students gain the skills
to make competent decisions at
the personal level as the subject

Course Outline

contributes to the development
of their financial literacy.

Content

Expectations

Assessment

Year 11
• Markets and models
• Personal economics
• Contemporary micro-economic issues
• Industry and market concentration or
Labour
Year 12
• Contemporary macro-economic issues
• Population or
• Economic systems and development
• International economics
• Finance

The focus of Economics is issues-based
and whenever possible the theory is applied
to the relevant economic issues both in
Australia and overseas. This will involve
students in:

A variety of assessment techniques will be
used and might include:

• Investigating evidence from primary and
secondary sources
• Reading, recording and interpreting
information from sources such as texts,
library books, videos, and websites
• Interacting with the teacher and others
through questioning and discussions
• Discussing current affair topics

Skills
•
•
•
•
•

Critical thinking
Analysing stimulus material
Research skills
Decision-making
Problem solving
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• Short response tests
• Extended written response to Economic
stimulus
• Written response to inquiry
• Non-written response to inquiry

S EC T I O N 9

Elective

Video

Engineering Technology
A ut h o r i t y S ubject
‘Developing today’s engineers,
pioneering tomorrow’s
technology’

is an emerging priority of
Engineering Technology.

Engineering Technology is a
course of study that provides an
opportunity for students to gain
an understanding of the
materials, mechanics and
systems that contribute to our
built environment. Developing a
sustainable future environment

Course Outline
Content

Skills

Year 11 - Semester One
• Static forces and equilibrium systems
• Engineering materials
• Simple machines
• Semester Two
• Statics and frameworks
• Study of industry
• Evolution and the influence of technology
on society
Year 12 - Semester One
• Classification of engineering materials
• Application of control systems
• Dynamics, work, power & energy
• Semester Two
• Metals and related crystalline materials
• Polymers and ceramics
• Fundamentals of control systems and
programming

Students will be able to:
Investigate specific engineering problems
utilising resources such as internet, library,
community and business links
Generate engineering reports based on
good research and testing in order to
propose insightful solutions
Produce model structures or control
systems that satisfy the original engineering
challenge

Investigating evidence from primary and
secondary sources
Reading, recording and interpreting
information and data from sources such as
texts, librarybooks, videos, and websites
Testing structures and materials in order to
formulate hypotheses, researching relevant
sources, making judgements about the
issue under investigation and expressing
those judgements in written and/or oral
form

Evaluate the final solution in order to build
and improve upon learned engineering skills

Working collaborative in order to produce
the best possible solutions to engineering
problems

Expectations

Assessment

The focus of Engineering Technology is to
immerse students in a learning environment
based on inquiry, investigation and
research. This will involve students in:

A variety of assessment techniques will be
used including: supervised tests, reports
and assignments, projects, investigations,
class work.
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S EC T I O N 10

Elective

Video

Film, Television & New Media
A ut h o r i t y S ubject
IS YOUR PERCEPTION A
MISCONCEPTION BECAUSE
OF MEDIA DECEPTION?

manipulation of moving images
and new media technologies.

Film, Television and New Media
is a course of study that
provides students with the
opportunity to understand how
media formats are used to
communicate specific meaning
through the deliberate

Course Outline

Why study Film, Television &
New Media
Film, television and new media are primary
sources of information and entertainment.
They are important channels for education
and cultural exchange; and fundamental to
our self-expression and representation as
individuals and as communities. Movingimage media enable us to understand and
express ourselves as Australian and global
citizens, consumers, workers and
imaginative beings.

exploring the ‘new’ ways in which local and
global communities interact with and
through these media formats.

Content

To create media with meaning requires an
understanding of how media formats can be
used to elicit an emotional response or
manipulate our perception of a subject.

Gender representation and Film Noir
Fairytales.

I think audiences get too comfortable and
familiar in today’s movies. They believe
everything they’re hearing and seeing. I like
to shake that up.
- Christopher Nolan

Year 11 – Codes, Conventions and
characters; The Hero’s Journey;

Learning about the visual codes,
conventions and the language of moving
image production
Exploring genre, characters and narrative
conventions to create film
Creating short films using new media
technologies
Examining the classification standards used
by Australian media bodies

The "information" and "creative" industries
are among the largest employers and
drivers of the economy in many countries,
given that the moving-image and new media
now play an increasingly prominent role in
our work and leisure. Investigating ‘new’
media deals with examining existing
technologies, format developments and
ways of representing the world; and

Deconstructing gender representations in
both popular and historical culture
Studying the evolution and impact of filmmaking technology and social media on
modern audiences.
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Students learn how to:

Use advanced film-making techniques to
replicate a style and convey intended
meaning

Use current technology to create film and
new media projects

Expectations

Analyse, interpret and synthesise visual and
written information

Throughout the course, students study
media products using the 5 key concepts in
the contexts of their production and use:

Skills

Use critical literacy skills to understand and
deconstruct meaning within existing media
Create meaning through specific visual and
narrative conventions

Technologies: the tools and associated
processes that are used to create meaning
in moving- image media production and use.

Implement critical and creative thinking skills
through production processes to
communicate intended meaning

Representations: constructions of people,
places, events, ideas, and emotions that are
applied to create meaning in moving image
media production and use.

Content

Audiences: individuals and groups of people
for whom moving image products are made,
and who make meanings when they use
these products.

Year 12 – Documentary and social media
technologies; World Cinema; Auteur theory
and Cult fiction; The evolution of music
videos.

Institutions: the organisations and people
whose operational processes and practices
enable or constrain moving-image media
production and use.

Exploring persuasive media techniques
used within Documentary and Social Media
technologies

Languages: systems of signs and symbols
organised through codes and conventions to
create meaning in moving-image media
production and use.

Creating a web-based documentary
production exploring media realities
Investigating world cinema, global
audiences and the cultural influences on
films, meanings and narrative devices

Assessment

Deconstructing and analysing the work of an
established Auteur director Creating an
Auteur inspired film sequence using specific
conventions

A wide range of assessment techniques are
used to judge student achievement. The
three types of assessment are Design,
Production and Critique.

Exploring the evolution of music videos and
undertake a design, production or critique
task

Design tasks may include: written
treatments, three-column scripts, film
scripts/screenplay, shooting scripts/shot
lists, storyboards or a specific combination
as a Design Suite.

Skills

Products (whole or part) include: whole or
sequences of a video, trailers; whole or
segments of camera footage, editing and
soundtrack.

Students build upon earlier skills to:
Investigate and implement persuasive
techniques used by the media to elicit an
emotional connection
Explore symbolism and semiotics within
global contexts as part of the film-making
process
Create productions intended for distribution
using a range of new media technologies
Analyse and criticise specific codes and
conventions used by established Auteur
directors and judge the merits of their style

Critique Tasks may include: extended
writing (such as analytical essay, article);
oral presentation.
Achievement in Film, Television and New
Media is judged by matching a student’s
achievement in the assessment tasks with
the exit criteria of the subject. These criteria
are: Design, Production and Critique.
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S EC T I O N 11

Elective

Video

French
A ut h o r i t y S ubject
‘Connecting cultures’
Learning French gives access to
the living and working language
of 300 million people around the
world as it is spoken in Europe,
North America, South America,
Africa, South-East Asia and the
Pacific region. It is the first or
second language in more than
40 countries.
French is the official language of
the United Nations Organisation

Course Outline

Content
Year 11
• Family and Community
• Personal descriptions
• Relationships, friendships
• Leisure, Recreation & Human Creativity
• Sports, Hobbies, Interest
• Healthy Eating
• Health Issues
• Diet, Sports and Fitness
• School and Post-School Options
• Education and School
• Casual Work
• Social Issues
• Current Affairs
• Consumerism and Advertising
Year 12
Family and Community / Social Issues
• Equal opportunities
• Women Issues
• Racism
• World Issues
- Environment
- Wars and conflicts

- AIDS
- Poverty & Famine
Leisure, Recreation and Human Creativity
• Holiday planning and Accommodation
• The Media
School and Post-School options
• The Future

Expectations
Language learning involves more than mere
reproduction and rote learning. It involves
applying the language learnt to
communicate with others, to express needs
and opinions, to solve problems, to develop
the intellect and to widen cultural horizons.
Learners should be involved in using
language for real purposes in real contexts.
This will be achieved by using language in
authentic situations and by the use of
authentic materials.
Students’ learning is enriched by the use of
educational websites, scholastic magazines,
Podcasting, Photostory, Google mapping,
audio-visual tools, and interactive exercises.
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and is used in the negotiation of
treaties, agreements and
accords. It plays a substantial
role in international areas of law
and diplomacy. Therefore,
learning French contributes to
and enriches the educational,
intellectual, personal, social and
cultural development of students
and has the potential to improve
the quality of their participation
in a rapidly changing world.

Assessment
Students will be assessed on the four-macro
skills of reading, writing, listening and
speaking.
Year 11: Formative assessment (2
assessments per skill) is used to provide
feedback to learners, parents and teachers
and enables learners to identify the learners'
strengths and weaknesses so that they may
improve their performance and better
manage their own learning.
Year 12: Summative assessment (a
minimum of 9 assessments) is used to
determine learners' levels of achievement at
exit from the course. Learners'
performances are matched to the standards
of exit criteria that are derived from the
general objectives of the course.
Assessments are completed under test
conditions.

S EC T I O N 12

Elective

Video

Geography
A ut h o r i t y S ubject
‘Girls go global’
Senior Geography covers a
broad range of topics that
investigate the world in which
we live and our impact on it.
Geography is a rich and
complex discipline which
includes spatial and ecological
dimensions, and enables
students to better explore,
understand and evaluate the
spatial and ecological
dimensions of the world.

Course Outline

A study of Geography will
increase students’ awareness
and comprehension of the world
and their own local environment,
and provides an excellent
foundation for further tertiary
studies in courses related to
environmental sciences,
architecture and town planning,
marketing and business, wildlife
management, tourism and
recreation.

Content

Skills

Assessment

Year 11

Students will use and develop skills such as:
interpreting, researching, analysing,
evaluating and justifying, as well as skills
associated with geographical information
systems, manipulation of data and using
technology and computer representations.

Assessment is continuous throughout each
semester. The four criteria of Knowledge,
Analytical Processes, Decision-making
Processes and Research and
Communication are used in assessment
tasks, and there are four assessment items
per semester.

• Sustaining Communities

Expectations

They include a selection of some of the
following:

• Connecting People and Places

Geography is a concept-based discipline.
Students will gain knowledge of
geographical phenomena and develop skills
by gathering and recording data from
fieldwork and research, and by interpreting,
analysing, evaluating, justifying and
reporting on the data collected. Through
their studies it is hoped they will become
citizens who will contribute to a sustainable
world.

• Short Response Tests

• Managing the Natural Environment
• Responding to Natural Hazards
• Managing Beach Protection on the Gold
Coast
• Social Environments

Year 12
• Resources and the Environment
• Living with Climate Change
• Sustaining Biodiversity
• People and Development
• Feeding the World’s People
• Exploring the Geography of Disease
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• Stimulus Response Essay
• Reports
• Data Response Tests
• Practical Exercises

S EC T I O N 13

Elective

Video

Hospitality Studies
A ut h o r i t y S ubject
‘Skills for life, careers for the
future’
Hospitality Studies promotes a
critical awareness of the social,
cultural, economic and
environmental factors that affect
the hospitality industry by
focusing on hospitality
management practices.
Hospitality Studies fosters the
hospitality industry by
developing operational,

Course Outline

Year 11 - Food Production

Content
•
•
•
•

Kitchen operations and staffing positions
Cuisine styles
Quality and presentation of food
Social, economic, cultural and
environmental factors influencing food
production

Skills
• Critical thinking and research skills
• Work readiness with coffee and beverage
production
• Analysing stimulus material
• Industry recognised food preparation and
presentation

Year 12 - Food & Beverage Production &
Service

Content
• Customer relations and service skills
• Product knowledge

• Operation of food and beverage service
outlets
• Implications of legislation related to food
and beverage service
• Career pathways in the food and
beverage sector

Skills
• Critical thinking and research skills
• Work readiness with Responsible Service
of Alcohol, coffee and beverage
production
• Industry recognised food and beverage
preparation and presentation

management and transferrable
hospitality skills. It introduces
students to hospitality sectors
and environments, issues,
management practices and
skills as they engage in
operational and theoretical
hospitality frameworks.
Students create, implement and
reflect on hospitality events to
become familiar with industry
practice.

• reading, recording and interpreting
information from sources such as texts,
library books, videos, and websites
• framing questions for investigation,
formulating hypotheses, researching
relevant sources, making and expressing
judgements in written and/or oral form
• working collaboratively in order to
experience and learn from hospitality
scenarios

Assessment
• Challenging Practical Applications

Expectations
The focus of Hospitality Studies is on
students doing and developing those
processes and skills which are integral to
the Hospitality Industry. This will involve
students in:
• investigating evidence from primary and
secondary sources
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• All students must participate in two after
hours Hospitality Studies functions each
year. These functions are held on campus
and contribute towards each student’s
formal assessment.
•

S EC T I O N 14

Elective

Video

Japanese
A ut h o r i t y S ubject
‘Connecting cultures’
There are an increasing number
of Australians visiting Japan to
experience a unique culture,
enjoy the exquisite food or
partake in some of the very
popular outdoor activities such
as hiking or skiing. The strong
economic and political ties,
which began in 1896, are still
significant today and there are

Course Outline

many Japanese nationals who
have taken up residence on the
Gold Coast. Students who
continue to develop their
knowledge and understanding
of Japanese can only enhance
their career prospects in the
areas of trade, business and
tourism.

Content

Skills

Expectations

Year 11
• Exchange students
• Family life
• Leisure and fitness
• Environmental issues

Comprehension objectives:

The knowledge of the Japanese characters
is reinforced through a variety of games,
use of the computer and flashcards, and
guided practice with sentences patterns.
Character knowledge is consolidated
through reading appropriate passages,
comics and internet sites. The speaking
skills are practiced by role playing specific
situations, presenting reports and general
daily conversations. Listening skills are
honed by the increased use of classroom
Japanese by the teacher, listening activities
associated with the text and internet sites.

Year 12
• Travel
• The last year of school
• Tourism and part time job
• Living in Japan

• Listening – to conversations, descriptions,
narratives, announcements, instructions
• Reading – material such as letters,
menus, timetable, advertisements and
modified or adapted materials such as
readers, articles, narratives
Conveying meaning objectives:
• Speaking – communicate needs and
opinions, maintain a conversation,
elaborate on answers, use the formal
styles indicated by the masu and desu
forms and to a more limited extent; the
informal style and honorifics.
• Writing – write with clear, concise
sentence formation across a variety of
genre; include use of all three scripts:
Hiragana, Katakana and Kanji; express
thoughts and ideas in a logical formation
using senior grammatical structures.
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Assessment
There will be two tests in each of the four
skills prior to verification and one test in
Term 4 for students in Year 12.
In Year 11 there will be two tests in each of
the four skill areas.

S EC T I O N 15

Elective

Modern History
A ut h o r i t y S ubject
‘Girls go global’
Modern History offers students
the opportunity to increase their
understanding of the
contemporary world by placing
into perspective its historical
origins, the causes and results
of significant events, and of the
motives of significant people in
the last couple of centuries,
particularly the twentieth
century. The study of this

Course Outline

subject promotes research,
critical inquiry, reflection and
decision making, so students
develop essential life-skills.
Modern History is suitable for
students who are considering a
career in law, media,
international relations, political
analysis, politics, archaeology,
journalism, psychology,
advertising, and the diplomatic
corps.

Content

Skills

Assessment

Year 11

Modern History students develop skills that
are applicable across a number of areas of
study. In particular, Modern History
develops student abilities of research,
critical inquiry, argument, analysis, empathy
and both written and non-written
communication.

There are three assessment criteria for
Modern History:

The History of Ideas and Beliefs –
• Origins of World War One
• Ideologies of the 20th century
Studies of Power and the Individual –

• Planning and using a Historical Research
Process
• Forming Historical Knowledge through
Critical Inquiry

• Study an individual in the 20th century

• Communicating Historical Knowledge

• Nelson Mandela

Students are assessed using a range of
essays, short response tests and research
tasks. They should expect to do two inschool assessment tasks and one takehome task each semester.

• Adolf Hitler
Year 12
• Conflict in the Cold War
• The Study of Social Change - Gender
• The Media and the Vietnam War

Expectations
Through the inquiry process students are
encouraged to form and investigate their
own hypothesis and to present their findings
in a variety of formats.
To achieve this, students will be involved in
a variety of learning and teaching
experiences such as, using research
techniques techniques, identifying and using
sources, including primary and secondary
evidence, the critical evaluation of evidence
and sharing in class and small group
discussions using technology.
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Year 11 allows the students to practise and
develop these assessment techniques
before they are implemented for summative
purposes in Year 12.

S EC T I O N 16

Elective

Video

Music
A ut h o r i t y S ubject
‘Music is the universal language
of the world’
Music holds a significant and
special place in the everyday life
of all cultures and societies.
Studying Music can enhance
your enjoyment of music and
the arts, develop your practical
and creative potential, and allow
you to contribute to your
community’s cultural life.
The course of study encourages
you to become a creative and

Course Outline

adaptable thinker and problem
solver, making informed
decisions and developing your
abilities to analyse and critically
evaluate. A deeper level of
knowledge, understanding and
active participation in music
making may support you in
maintaining a lifelong
engagement with music as an
art form and as a means of
creative, artistic and emotional
expression.

Content

Content

Expectations

Year 11
• Melodic, harmonic and structural theory
• Instrumental and vocal characteristics
• Orchestral style and compositional
devices.
• Rock and Pop music in Australia – its
form and changing styles.
• Australian Art Music – creating a unique
Australian musical style.

Year 12
• “Finding Your Voice” – through the study
of popular vocal music throughout history
or in musical theatre.
• “Being Instrumental” – in selecting
instrumental music styles from ‘consorts’
to ‘chance’ for in-depth study.
• “Your Signature Tune” – development of
an independent study.

Music is often collaborative, so you will
participate in activities such as composing,
arranging, investigating, researching,
rehearsing, listening and performing in a
variety of contexts, styles and genres to
present your music ideas.

Skills

Skills

• Vocal, instrumental and keyboard
ensemble skills
• Composing for voice, strings, woodwind
and brass.
• Analysis of orchestral scores through
recognition of musical patterns and
compositional devices.
• Performing popular music.
• Composing and analysing pop and rock
music.
• Composing in a nationalistic style

• Thinking in sound.
• Performing solo or in ensemble on your
selected instrument.
• Developing an individual compositional
style through a synthesis of musical
styles studied.
• Analysis of musical works to reveal the
composer’s intention through unique
combinations of the musical elements.
• Independent planning of study of areas of
musical interest.
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• In composition you will explore and
experiment with sounds, instruments,
styles, new media and methods of
documenting sound to express your
personal music ideas.
• In musicology you will research, analyse
and evaluate music from many sources to
communicate your music ideas and
express music viewpoints.
• In performance you will have
opportunities to develop your practical
music skills by playing instruments,
singing, conducting and directing - to
create or re-create musical works.

You will be encouraged to attend live music
performances, view music films and videos,
and participate in school-based and
extracurricular music activities. You will also
have opportunities to become adept in using
various music-related technologies,
including exploring innovative music-making
techniques, experimenting with alternative
methods of representing sound and
manipulating musical elements through
electronic and new media.

Assessment
Assessment tasks in Music are formative in
Year 11 (5 tasks each semester) and
summative in Year 12 (7 tasks across the
year) and are centered on the three
dimensions:
• Composition, which requires you to
create music (applying your creative,
expressive, aural, cognitive and technical
skills);
• Extended responses (written, spoken or
multimodal) and written examinations,
which require you to analyse, evaluate
and synthesise music to express a
viewpoint;
• Performance, which requires you to
perform to an audience (demonstrating
and interpreting music elements and
concepts through playing, singing and/or
conducting)
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S EC T I O N 17

Elective

Video

Physics

Click here for link to full movie

A ut h o r i t y S ubject

Course Outline
Content
Year 11
• Light, sound & waves–mirrors/lenses,
optic fibres, reflection/refraction/
diffraction, duality of light
• Conserving energy – heat/temperature,
specific heat capacity, kinetic theory
• Travelling: safety and stability – motion,
forces, collisions
• Electricity and humans – circuits,
insulators/ conductors, alternatives,
electromagnetic radiation
• Independent research project (EEI)
Year 12
• Physics of sports and recreation –
projectile motion, vectors, paired forces,
energy transfer
• Modern living at home: electricity and
electronics – energy and power, electricity
generation, magnetic induction/fields
• Cosmology – cosmic forces and celestial
bodies, kinematics, black holes,
wormholes

‘Inspiring imagination –
understanding realities’

of a particular way of knowing
the world.

Knowledge of physics has led to
developments in technology,
some of which have had a
profound impact on social
structures. This knowledge of
physics is useful to people in
exercising responsibilities as
citizens, confronting
technologies, understanding the
physical and social
environment, pursuing hobbies
and appreciating the challenge

Physics is a pre-requisite for
most engineering and some
science courses at tertiary level.
All students who study physics
will gain the satisfaction of a
deeper understanding of our
changing world. Students who
study Physics should enjoy and
have ability in problem solving.
Hence, they should have a good
understanding of mathematics
in Year 10.

• Radioactivity and the Quantum Theory –
radioactive decay, nuclear power plants,
modern uses of radiation
• Independent research project (EEI)

• Predict outcomes and justify conclusions
and recommendations
• Communicate information in a variety of
way

Expectations
Skills
Students will be able to:
• Recall and interpret concepts, theories
and principles of Physics
• Describe and explain processes and
phenomena of Physics
• Link and apply algorithms, concepts,
theories and schema of Physics
• Conduct and appraise Physics research
tasks
• Operate scientific equipment and
technology safely
• Use primary and secondary data
• Determine, analyse and evaluate the
interrelationships involved in applications
of Physics
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The focus of Physics is on students
developing an understanding of the physical
phenomena. This is achieved by students
learning the basic principles that govern
these and developing those processes and
skills which are integral to understanding,
inquiry and discovery.

Assessment
Students are assessed using various tests
(traditional and stimulus response) and
experimental research tasks. They should
expect to complete: a traditional test and an
experimental research task in semesters
one and three, two tests (one of each type)
in Semester 2, and three tests (one
traditional and two stimulus response) in
Semester 4.

S EC T I O N 18

Elective

Video

Senior Physical Education
A ut h o r i t y S ubject
‘The Intelligent Performer’

analysts, designers and critics.

Sport Science focuses on the
significant role that physical
activity plays within modern
society, and involves the study
and implementation of the
science underpinning sporting
performance. Students become
involved as participants,

Course Outline

Four physical activities will be studied over
two years. Equal time and emphasis are
given to each activity. These include:

Expectations

Assessment

• Touch

Physical activities are both a source of
content and a medium for learning. For this
reason a substantial portion of class time is
devoted to engagement in physical activity.

• Basketball

Learning IN physical activity -

• Competitive Aerobics

• Students directly acquire knowledge,
understanding and skills as a result of
participating in physical activity e.g.
performing skills, incorporating strategies
and participating in games.

Assessment techniques are selected from a
range of written, oral and physical
performance items. Each term students will
complete one theoretical task and one
physical performance task. Three criteria
are used when making judgements about
student learning outcomes: Acquiring,
Applying and Evaluating. These refer to
students’ demonstrated abilities to acquire
and apply knowledge, skills and strategies,
and evaluate problems effectively to provide
credible solutions related to physical
performance environments.

• Badminton

• Other activities may also be considered
Subject matter is drawn from and organised
around the following three content areas:
• Psychology
• Physiology
• Sociology

Learning ABOUT physical activity • Students directly acquire knowledge,
understanding and skills as a result of
studying and experimenting during
physical activity e.g. psychology,
physiology and sociology.
Learning THROUGH physical activity • Students indirectly acquire beliefs, values
and practices as a result of studying and
participating in physical activity e.g.
teamwork, aesthetic appreciation and an
orientation towards fitness.
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S EC T I O N 19

Elective

Video

Study of Religion
A ut h o r i t y S ubject
“Stories about experiences of
god or the sacred, common to
the religions of the world, point
to a spiritual dimension in life”
R Larsen
Study of Religion facilitates the
development of an awareness
and appreciation of Australia
today as a pluralistic society in
which a great variety of religious
traditions exist side by side.
Studying religion can help
develop an understanding of the

Course Outline

The course is comprised of the following
units:

Content
• Religion-State relationships
• The Practice of Religion in Australia
Today
• Ritual
• Sacred Texts
• Religion, Values and Ethics
• Ultimate Questions
Study of Religion in the senior school may
be viewed as a number of interrelated
activities designed to help students
understand:
• The purpose, meaning and significance of
religion in the lives of individuals and
communities
• Their own patterns of belief, their
traditions, and the ways in which these

contribute to shaping their lives and
interpreting their experiences
• Those aspects of human experience that
have prompted and continue to prompt
the development and acceptance of
religious interpretations of life

ways in which particular cultural
contexts have influenced and
continue to influence the
formation of an individual’s
world view and the framework of
beliefs in which it is interpreted.
In addition, because students
are living in a highly globalised
world, the subject provides the
opportunity for students to
become more effective,
sensitive and empathic citizens
of contemporary society.

making, justify conclusions and formulate
ethical positions.

• The different religious views they are
likely to meet in the communities to which
they belong

Students will be involved in such learning
experiences as: using a variety of media
and research techniques to investigate
issues, group discussions and debate,
reporting, exploring case studies, working
independently, site visits and dialogue with
the wider community.

• The impact of religious understandings in
shaping world events

Assessment

• That a commitment to certain beliefs,
attitudes and values need not preclude a
respect for and a sensitive appreciation of
the beliefs, attitudes and values of others

The criteria of Knowledge and
Understanding, Evaluative Processes and
Research and Communication are assessed
through a variety of assessment
instruments, including:

Expectations

• Research assignments and essays

This subject offers an increasing level of
challenge to students. Through an inquiry
process students are encouraged to identify
and analyse religious moral and ethical
issues, develop skills in moral decision-

• Multimodal presentations
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• Essay and response to stimulus tests
• Field study reports
Students complete five assessment
instruments in Year 11 and six in Year 12.

S EC T I O N 20

Elective

Visual Art
A ut h o r i t y S ubject
COMMITTED TO CREATIVITY,
INNOVATION AND
IMAGINATION THROUGH ART
EDUCATION
Creating is the most
sophisticated expression of
cognitive, aesthetic, and
experiential skills. The Visual Art
subject encourages and teaches
the creative process and invites
the development of an authentic
personal aesthetic. In our world,
increasingly based upon visual
communication, a discerning
knowledge and deep
understanding of how visual
language constructs meaning
are fundamentally necessary
skills.

Course Outline

Art gave me the ability to take
complex issues and work
through them in tangible, visual
ways. It taught me to approach
things creatively in all aspects of
my life and to see the world
differently because of that. I love
my law degree because in many
ways it requires the same
creative approach to legal
issues that I developed in art
classes. Visual Art was the one
of the most valuable classes
that I ever took in high school
and my life remains so much
more enriched because of it.” Milly Bell (Graduate)

Content

Skills

Content

In Year 11 students

In Year 11 students learn how to:

• explore concepts such as the External
World, the Symbolic World and the
Psychological World as the conceptual
basis of Making and Appraising tasks;

• • apply critical and creative thinking skills
to solve visual problems, read images
and symbols and communicate intended
meanings;

In Year 12 students develop two distinctive
bodies of work based on the following
concepts:

• make two experimental folios and one
formative resolved body of work using
2D, 3D and 4D art forms in response to a
range of stimuli

• use visual language to construct
meaning;

• learn about the creative process through
art making and appraising practices in a
range of contexts to inform the
development of their own aesthetic;
• learn to use and read visual language in
order to analyse and interpret artworks
and know how meaning is constructed;

• exploit media, materials and techniques
from the oldest to the most contemporary
as tools for visual meaning making;
• adopt an Inquiry-Leaning Model as a
scaffold for developing and resolving
work;
• read, analyse, interpret and synthesise
visual and written information;
•
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1. Alchemy as a Metaphor for the Creative
Process
2. Emergence
• Students engage with the creative process
as an arts practitioner
• Learn to view and understand art as
personal philosophy
• Resolve works of art and develop a
personal aesthetic based on informed
research and reflection

Skills

Assessment

Students build upon earlier skills to:

Achievement in Visual Art is judged by
matching a student’s achievement in the
assessment tasks with the exit criteria:

• Select media, techniques and processes
appropriate to their chosen focuses and
context. Students may: use new media,
paint, sculpture, installations,
soundscapes, and ephemeral materials
or use a combination of media to create
authentic representations of ideas
• Research, analyse, interpret, evaluate
and synthesise
• Become evermore discerning in their
choice of approach, appropriate
materials, forms of expression and
display.

Expectations
Students use an inquiry-learning model,
enabling individual responses to conceptbased tasks.
Through making and appraising, resolution
and display, students:
• Define and solve visual problems by
using visual language and expression
• Study a diverse range of artworks and
philosophies from various social, cultural
and historical contexts
• Translate and interpret ideas through
media manipulation to invent images and
objects
• Demonstrate knowledge and
understanding of artworks in contexts that
relate to concepts, focuses, contexts and
media

• Visual Literacy, Application and
Appraising.
• A wide range of assessment techniques
will be used to judge student achievement
such as;
• Making folios and bodies of work,
including experimental and resolved
artworks; i.e. two experimental folios and
three bodies of work over the two-year
course.
• Formal and informal writing tasks such as
short responses and four extended
essays over the two-year course.
Read what past students have to say about
the subject:
Our inspired students have gone on to study
and work in an exponentially growing range
of areas having learned valuable life long
skills from their time in the subject - flexible
thinking, resilience, creative problem solving
and importantly for life/job satisfaction, how
to recognise and exploit a ‘flow experience’.
Not everyone works in the Arts, but they
attribute part of their success to their time in
Visual Art.
http://visualartsthildas.blogspot.com.au/

• Appraise artworks using evidence
gathered from research, visual language,
and contextual analysis
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C H APTE R 4

Extension Subjects

These subjects are available in Year 12 only.
Students may drop one elective subject to accommodate
an extension subject or complete an extension subject as
a seventh subject.
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S EC T I O N 1

Year 12 Only

English Extension
A ut h o r i t y S ubject

‘Freeing the imagination, giving voice
to our thoughts’

exploration of modern theories about
the ways in which texts can be read.

This subject is offered by the
Queensland Studies Authority as a
one-year course in Year 12. English
Extension is designed to be more
challenging than Senior English in
terms of its content, and of the
expectations placed upon students for
independent thought and study. It is
not a literature course but a one year

The syllabus arranges these theories
into four groups: Author, Reader, Text
and World-context. In exploring these
groups, students will encounter many
of the world’s most misquoted,
misunderstood theorists as well as
ideas which will extend and challenge
their understanding of how meaning is
made and how they construct and
understand reality.

Course Outline
Content

Expectations

Year 12

English Extension is a one year course only
available to students in Year 12. At the end
of Year 11, students will drop a subject to
take up English Extension in Year 12. The
course is designed around principles of
continuity, increasing complexity of
challenge, and increasing independence.

Semester 1:
• students study four theoretical
approaches and learn to apply them to a
range of novels, poems, short stories,
films, songs, cartoons.
Semester 2:
• students choose their own texts and
theories for an individual in-depth study.
By the end of the course students will be
able to provide a considered evaluation of
texts from a range of informed perspectives
for a variety of audiences and purposes.

Classes are held off line and students meet
their teacher for two one hour sessions a
week but are expected to work
independently in study periods.

Assessment
Students complete four assignments
throughout the semester. Two are spoken,
two written. No assessment is completed
under test conditions.
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S EC T I O N 2

Year 12 Only

French Extension
A ut h o r i t y S ubject

‘Connecting cultures’
French Extension is offered by the
Queensland Studies Authority as a oneyear course in Year 12.The study of
French Extension should be a vehicle for
analytical, creative and critical thinking.
Through analysis of contemporary,
historical and literary texts, the course
further challenges students to develop
their linguistic competence and their
understanding of contemporary society,
along with the contribution of the past to
this society; that is, the students’
understanding and perception of

Course Outline

contemporary French society will be
underpinned by some knowledge and
awareness of the French cultural heritage.
By applying the concepts gained in their
pre-requisite prior studies of French,
through such themes as family, leisure,
and school to a wide variety of elective
study areas in, for example, the arts, the
social sciences, science and technology,
and business, students will extend and
deepen their cultural understanding.

Content

• Justifying decisions

Year 12

• Critical thinking

Media Studies

• Judging the validity of view points

• Electronic media – television, radio, the
internet
Social Sciences

Expectations

• The print media – newspapers,
magazines

Year 12 students may negotiate the
replacement of one of their existing elective
subjects not English or Maths with French
Extension or take it as a seventh subject.

Literature
• French classic literature
Popular French novels
- Le Petit Prince
- Le Petit Nicolas
The Arts
• Cinema

Skills
• Analysing stimulus material
• Appreciation
• Composing

Language learning involves more than mere
reproduction and rote learning. It involves
applying the language learnt to
communicate with others, to express needs
and opinions, to solve problems, to develop
the intellect and to widen cultural horizons.
Learners should be involved in using
language for real purposes in real contexts.
This will be achieved by using language in
authentic situations and by the use of
authentic materials. Students’ learning is
enriched by the use of educational websites,
scholastic magazines, Podcasting,
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Photostory, Google mapping, audio-visual
tools, and interactive exercises.
Classes are held off line and students meet
their teacher for two one hour sessions a
week but are expected to work
independently in study periods.

Assessment
Students will be assessed on the four-macro
skills of reading, writing, listening and
speaking.
Assessments are completed under test
conditions.

S EC T I O N 3

Year 12 Only

Video

Music Extension
A ut h o r i t y S ubject

‘Music is the universal language of the
world’
Music Extension is offered by the
Queensland Curriculum and
Assessment Authority as a one year
course in Year 12 for those students
who have completed the Year 11 Music
Syllabus Course. Students who wish to
study Music Extension must continue
with the parent subject - Music - in Year
12. The main aim of the course is to
provide students who have already
exhibited expertise in any of the three

Course Outline

objectives of the Year 11 Music course –
composition, musicology, performance with the opportunity of extending further
their musical abilities in any one of these
three dimensions. Therefore, depending
on their area of interest, students devote
their studies in this subject to their
selected area of specialisation,
developing extended performances,
compositions or analytical
presentations.

Content

Expectations

Year 12

Year 12 students may negotiate the
replacement of one of their existing elective
subjects, not English or Maths, with Music
Extension or take it as a seventh subject.
Contact time for this subject is a minimum of
110 hours throughout Year 12.

• Individually devised to match the
student’s selected area of specialisation –
Composition, Musicology or Performance.

Skills
• Developing audiation skills
• Developing, discussing and
experimenting with music ideas
• Researching, exploring and analysing
musical contexts, genres, styles and
performance practices Deconstructing
and evaluating other’s compositions,
musicological presentations and
performances
• Rehearsing, critiquing, refining, and
reflecting on their own developing work
• Synthesis of ideas to develop an
individual style
• Creating a musical work

This would total a minimum 80 minutes per
week class time, which would probably be at
a mutually convenient time outside school
hours.
Music Extension is designed to offer more
challenge than Senior Music. The challenge
of the subject includes expectations of
accelerated independence and increased
cognitive, expressive and musical demands.
When students engaged in Music Extension
combine critical thinking, higher-level
problem solving, astute analysis and
evaluation, and deep understanding with
their attitudes, thoughts and feelings, they
develop the capacity to communicate
complex music ideas through their
specialisation.
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Work done in this class would involve
guidance with research, and planning of
works within the student’s individual area of
specialisation.
The remaining contact time would be a
combination of regular ensemble
rehearsals, individual instrumental/vocal
tuition and timetabled practice/study time to
be negotiated individually with students.

Assessment
Assessment tasks in Music Extension are
centred on the two general objectives:
• Investigation of music sources – involving
1-2 research assignments, and
• Realisation of the work – involving the
creation of original works in their area of
specialisation – compositions (minimum 4
minutes), musicological theses
(3000-4000 words) or performances
(minimum 18 minutes)

