
 
 
 

 

 
The Athena Scholarship and our Journey as Lifelong Learners - Mrs Cathy Hunt 
 
As Athena Fellows for 2016, Shelley Cross and I were fortunate to travel overseas this semester to take 

advantage of some extraordinary professional development opportunities.   

Shelley’s experience was built on her attendance at the Reinventing Mathematics Education Convention 

at the Willow Community School in Los Angeles.  Working with Dr Gary Stager and touring New York’s 

innovative classrooms including those at the Avenues School, provided some significant value for her 

practice and the teaching and learning in our Maths Faculty at St Hilda’s. 

My travels took me to Chicago, along with 7000 other arts educators visiting from across the globe, to 

contribute to the National Arts Education Conference.  I presented a workshop on technology integration 

and met with education staff in a number of galleries. 

‘If we value the pursuit of knowledge, we must be free to follow wherever that search may lead us.’ 

Adlai E. Stevenson 

At Assembly last week, we shared some of this journey with the girls to make visible some of the ways 

that professional educators connect with opportunities to develop their teaching skills and increase their 

knowledge of subject.  One of the key concepts was that as a St Hilda’s staff member, my personal 

learning is deeply connected to their learning in the classroom and beyond.   

At St Hilda’s, we are an incredibly diverse learning community and it’s valuable to consider that 

everyone here knows something that someone else does not.  In this way our School is filled with 

experts on a whole range of topics, and that is certainly not limited to the teachers.  While there are 

certainly knowledgeable professionals on staff here, as they say, ‘none of us is as smart as all of us.’ 

As a fairly new member of the St Hilda’s team, I am very aware of how fortunate we are to be together 

and the powerful resources we can provide each other.  As we each work towards our own goals, it is 

interesting to consider the idea that we may each represent the combined effort of everyone we’ve 

ever known.  Perhaps all our glorious new ideas are actually derived from each other.   

“There is no such thing as a new idea. It is impossible. We simply take a lot of old ideas and put them 

into a sort of mental kaleidoscope. We give them a turn and they make new and curious combinations. 

We keep on turning and making new combinations indefinitely; but they are the same old pieces of 

coloured glass that have been in use through all the ages.” 

Mark Twain 

I shared this quote from Mark Twain with the girls because I think the message here is a valuable one - 

if you are in pursuit of innovation, it will help to surround yourself with people and experiences that 

challenge and inspire you.  It’s a notion that works very well with research that suggests creativity 

relies, in part, on connections.  It’s also one of the key reasons I travelled to America to attend the 

National Arts Education Association Conference. 

In thinking about that, I challenged the girls to consider that if their ideas are in part derived from the 

contribution of others, what insight and information can they give in return?  What are their fields of 

expertise?  

 



‘If you have knowledge, let others light their candles to it’ 

Margaret Fuller 

One of the interesting things about sharing ideas is that often we are unaware of how valuable our 

contributions can be for others.  Although it can be risky to speak up, finding your voice is a powerful 

thing.   

Recently I’ve been fortunate to share ideas about teaching, learning and technology in the arts and the 

wonderful work of some of our girls, to educators in workshops in the USA, Singapore, Hong Kong, and 

China.  In an important way, their voice is already being heard.  Our students’ work is part of the 

dialogue about best practice.     

Many other St Hilda’s teachers present their ideas about teaching and learning at conferences. 

Worldclass iTunes U courses which our teachers have developed are also shared freely.  We are running 

symposiums and conferences on campus this year and there are countless other examples of unique 

opportunities for all of us to collaborate and grow together.  This culture of sharing is something I am 

proud to support. 

I would like finish by thanking the School Council for their support of the Athena Fellowship, and to our 

girls who inspire their staff to be better teachers every day. 


